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American  JJapttst  JSoartr  of  jfomsn  jmastens. 

The  substance  of  the  following  Address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Binney  on  the  occasion 
of  the  designation  of  missionaries  to  Burmah,  in  Bowdoin  Square  meeting-house,  Bos- 
ton, Nov.  5,  1843.  It  was  committed  to  writing  during  the  subsequent  voyage,  and 
is  placed  at  our  disposal,  at  our  request.  The  views  which  it  expresses,  appear  to  us 
to  be  eminently  timely  and  momentous.  We  believe,  indeed,  that  until  they  become 
common  among  us,  until  they  be  wrought  into  the  very  texture  of  the  Christian  church, 
both  ministers  and  people,  we  shall  continue  to  lag  in  our  work  of  evangelizing  the 
heathen.  We  bespeak  for  the  Address  no  hurried  nor  cursory  perusal.  Let  it  be 
studied,  and  pondered,  and  "  kept  in  the  heart,"  mingled  with  much  prayer  and  a 
rigid  self-applicalion.  We  have  broken  it  into  paragraphs,  for  the  more  convenient 
reference  ;  but  it  should  be  read  continuously.  And  may  the  Spirit  of  all  wisdom  and 
grace  add  his  blessing  thereto. — [Eds.] 

SfOtircss  of  S$lx.  SStnnejj. 

The  present  occasion  is  one  of  very  deep  interest.  Not  only  is  it  so  to  the 
church  generally,  which  is  moved  by  whatever  affects  any  portion  of  Christ's 
cause ;  and  to  our  immediate  relatives  and  friends,  who  regard  it  as  one  of  the 
last  stages  of  a  process  which  is  soon  to  separate  us  from  them ;  but  particularly 
is  it  so  to  the  parties  more  immediately  concerned.  The  Board  are  about  to 
increase  their  already  numerous  responsibilities,  and  cannot  but  be  anxious 
respecting  the  result  of  our  appointment.  The  missionaries  to-night  occupy  a 
position  whence  we  can  readily  observe  what  has  been  and  is  about  to  be 
relinquished,  and  with  some  certainty  anticipate  the,  to  us,  untried  circumstan- 
ces and  labors  to  which  we  are  designated.  Our  age  and  our  past  circum- 
stances prepare  us  to  feel  the  solemnity  of  now  confirming  our  former  reso- 
lutions. 

INDUCEMENTS  TO  ENTER  THE  FOREIGN  FIELD. 

We  are  not  surprised,  therefore,  that  many  inquire — Why,  at  our  period  of 
life,  we  are  induced  to  enter  upon  the  uncertain  vicissitudes  of  a  foreign  field. 
In  the  few  remarks  I  may  offer  this  evening,  let  me  first  glance  at  what  has  in- 
duced this  determination. 

Not  the  lightness  of  sacrifices  incurred. 
It  is  not,  dear  friends,  that  this  step  involves  no  sacrifice  on  our  part.    We  do 
not,  indeed,  anticipate  many  of  the  trials  to  which  the  pioneers  of  this  cause 
vol.  xxv.  3 
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were  exposed.  Some  of  these  arose  solely  from  a  combination  of  circumstances 
such  as  seldom  occurs.  Others  were  peculiar  to  new  and  to  untried  fields. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  our  places  of  destination,  that  we  do  not  apprehend  a 
violent  death,  nor  imprisonment ;  though  we  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
instability  and  caprice  of  arbitrary  governments,  not  to  know  that  possibly  we 
may  be  subjected  even  to  these.  Such  also  are  the  facilities  of  intercourse  be- 
tween these  stations  and  the  churches  at  home,  that  it  cannot  be  necessary  to 
expose  us  to  great  deprivations  of  any  of  the  comforts  of  life.  To  anticipate 
them,  therefore,  would  be  an  uncharitable  suspicion  of  our  brethren  and  friends, 
which  we  have  not  for  a  moment  indulged.  But  if  extraordinary  trials  may  not 
await  us,  we  cannot  forget  that  the  happiness  or  the  suffering  of  life  depends 
mostly  upon  its  more  ordinary  events.  Its  every-day  bestowments  are  the  most 
essential  to  our  welfare,  and  these,  to  no  small  extent,  must  be  relinquished  by 
every  one  who  becomes  a  foreign  missionary.  We  know  the  privileges  of  this 
free  country,  and  we  have  enjoyed  its  literary,  social,  and  religious  associations; 
our  homes  were  stored  with  comforts,  as  yours  are  to-night ;  we  loved  our  peo- 
ple, and  they  loved  us  ;  our  numerous  relatives  and  our  other  personal  friends 
are  unspeakably  dear  to  us  ;  our  very  language  is  replete  with  the  most  tender 
associations ;  hitherto,  in  our  anxieties  and  labors,  we  have  had  the  sympathy  and 
cooperation  of  many  friends,  and  in  perplexing  circumstances  we  have  been 
associated  with  those  ready  to  counsel  us,  and  to  share  with  us  our  responsibili- 
ties. I  speak  the  sentiment  of  you  all  when  I  say,  that  suddenly  to  part  with 
any  such  tributaries  to  your  happiness  would  deeply  afflict  you.  You  know 
what  sorrow  is  experienced  when  Divine  Providence  lessens  your  comforts,  or 
removes  even  a  single  loved  one  from  your  family  circles.  What,  then,  must 
be  our  feelings,  when  called  to  relinquish  nearly" all,  of  every  class,  at  about  one 
and  the  same  time.  Believe  us,  no  one  who  has  the  sympathies  of  a  man,  and 
the  tender  attachments  which  a  Christian  should  possess,  can  become  a  foreign 
missionary  without  great  sacrifices. 

Not  the  romance  of  missionary  life. 
Of  all  this  we  are  well  assured.  Our  age  and  habits  forbid  the  indulgence  of 
mere  romance.  Missionary  labor  is  now  too  well  known  as  an  every-day  busi- 
ness, fitted  to  test  our  patience  and  to  exhaust  our  powers.  We  have  seen  too 
much  of  men  and  things  to  be  deceived  respecting  the  position  we  are  really  to 
occupy.  Besides,  we  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  missionary 
feeling  and  action  at  home,  to  indulge  in  mere  imagining.  It  is  a  painful  fact, 
taught  us  by  years  of  pastoral  labor  and  observation,  that  the  missionary  is  not 
remembered  as  he  should  be  by  the  great  body  of  our  church  members.  True, 
there  are  exceptions  to  this;  and  to  us  it  is  a  consolation  which  no  language  can 
express,  that  there  are  a  few  who  will  daily  remember  us  and  our  labors  in 
earnest  prayer  to  God,  and  from  whom  we  may  expect  prompt  and  persevering 
cooperation.  May  our  Heavenly  Father  long  spare  their  lives  and  their  means 
of  usefulness,  and  may  He  greatly  increase  their  number.  But  how  very  few 
there  are,  who  are  conscious  that  the  wants,  and  especially  the  usefulness  of  the 
missionary,  are  the  subjects  of  their  daily,  secret  pleading  with  God  !  And  even 
to  the  "  monthly  concert  prayer  meeting"  how  very  small  a  part  of  the  church 
come  up  to  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  either  to  send  forth  more  laborers,  or 
to  bless  those  already  in  the  field.  How  few  pastors  succeed  in  obtaining  a 
general  attendance  of  their  people  upon  this  meeting.  Alas,  how  few  pastors 
so  much  as  expect  all  their  people  to  be  interested  in  this  work  of  praying  for 
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the  missionary  cause.  Even  in  our  cities  it  is  often  thought  necessary  to  unite  the 
meetings  of  different  churches  in  order  to  secure  an  ordinary  assembly.  And, 
then,  how  small  is  the  number  of  those,  who  cheerfully  make  sacrifices  tbat 
they  may  he  able  to  give  liberally  to  this  cause.  And  how  much  smaller  is  their 
number,  who  faithfully  labor  to  induce  others  to  give.  And  when  once  they 
sincerely  engage  in  this  work,  how  easily  do  other  subjects  divide  their  ranks 
and  divert  their  efforts.  Upon  their  constancy  in  prayer  and  in  effort  for  this 
cause,  our  success  very  largely  depends.  With  so  intimate  an  acquaintance  then 
with  this  whole  subject,  it  would  indeed  he  strange,  if  we  were  not  soberly  to 
contemplate  the  work  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter. 

No,  brethren,  we  are  not  influenced  to  this  step  by  the  supposition  that  sacri- 
fices are  here  no  longer  required ;  nor  because  we  have  failed  to  perceive  that 
necessity.  Not  only  is  the  sphere  one  of  necessary  self-denial,  but  we  enter 
upon  it  with  our  eyes  open. 

Not  a  superabundance  of  home  laborers. 
Nor  is  it  that  we  depreciate  the  wants  of  our  churches  at  home,  that  we  are 
induced  to  embark  in  this  cause.  With  these  we  have  long  been  familiar,  and 
they  have  enlisted  our  sympathies  and  secured  our  efforts.  But  we  are  pain- 
fully impressed  with  the  disinclination  of  brethren  to  enter  the  foreign  field. 
Notwithstanding  the  destitute  condition  of  much  of  our  own  land,  yet  in  our 
older  country  communities,  churches  and  preachers  are  multiplied  until  they  are 
brought  almost  to  every  door :  and  in  our  cities  and  large  towns  evangelical 
ministers  are  crowded  together,  and  many  are  running  to  and  fro ;  so  that  many 
find  it  difficult  to  obtain  a  settlement,  and  the  efficiency  of  others  is  often  sadly 
diminished;  We  are  confident,  therefore,  that  others  will  soon  fill  the  desirable 
stations  we  vacate  ;  but  where  are  the  men,  ready  and  waiting  to  enter  the  wide 
doors  of  usefulness  which  are  constantly  opening  abroad  ?  Again  and  again  has 
the  cry  of  the  missionary,  fainting  amid  his  lonely  toils,  come  up  into  our 
i  churches  in  vain  for  help.    Even  the  heathen  have  joined  in  that  request,  until 

their  thrilling  appeals  have  forced  tears  from  our  laymen  and  flaming  speeches 
from  our  ministers.  Some  have  been  led  to  say, — "  go,  go  to  their  rescue ;"  but, 
alas,  how  few  respond  to  the  appeal  with, — "  Here  am  I,  Lord,  send  me."  It  is 
this  that  moves  us,  that  so  few  devote  themselves  to  this  work. 

Not  new  and  peculiar  impulses. 
Nor  is  it  that  we  are  led  by  any  new  and  special  impulses  peculiar  to  our- 
selves. We  have  no  desire  to  rid  us  of  the  enjoyments  of  home;  our  circum- 
stances and  employments  here  are  by  far  the  most  congenial  to  our  natural 
tastes ;  and  we  confess,  that  at  times  our  hearts  even  recoil  from  the  peculiar 
condition  of  a  heathen  land.  We  can  see  no  obligation  resting  upon  us,  that 
does  not  rest  upon  Christ's  disciples  as  such  ;  and  we  know  of  no  divine  wrath 
that  awaits  us,  if  we  go  not,  more  than  also  awaits  our  ministering  brethren  who 
remain  at  home.  We  seriously  doubt  whether  many  of  our  laymen,  who  live  so 
much  for  word] y  good, — and  many  of  our  pastors,  who  still  cleave  to  their  native 
land, — have  not,  at  some  period  of  their  Christian  course,  had  impressions  like 
our  own.  Indeed,  we  solemnly  believe,  that  they  have  often  heard  the  cry  of 
the  heathen  and  the  command  of  Christ,  and  have  been  troubled  thereby  ;  and 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  difficulties  of  the  foreign  field,  the  influence  of  near 
friends,  and  the  allurements  of  this  happy  country,  they  would  have  known 
their  duty.    We  say  not  this  for  the  sake  of  complaint ;  but  that  our  own  feel- 
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ings  may  not  be  mistaken  upon  this  subject.  After  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  young  converts,  with  laymen,  and  with  our  ministering  brethren,  as  learned 
from  their  own  declarations,  we  can  find  in  our  own  experience  no  impressions 
which  most  of  them  have  not  more  than  once  felt. 

But  if  either  of  these  considerations  has  not  induced  our  decision,  so  neither 
one  nor  all  of  them  can  be  permitted  to  keep  us  from  the  path  of  duty.  Our 
views  of  the  cause  outweigh  any  number  of  difficulties,  and  constrain  us  to  go 
out,  not  knowing  what  may  befall  us. 

Not  the  temporal  state  of  Hie  heathen. 
In  reflecting  upon  the  state  of  the  heathen,  and  in  comparing  their  temporal 
condition  with  that  of  our  own  happy  country,  we  have  ever  supposed  that  this 
wide  difference  arose  from  the  fact,  that  upon  us  were  showered  the  benign  in- 
fluences of  Christianity,  while  upon  them  came  only  blighting  and  mildew: — 
their  false  gods  and  their  necessarily  false  principles  have,  like  bands  of  locusts, 
overspread  the  nations,  and  desolated  all  that  was  lovely  and  conducive  to  true 
happiness.  We  confess,  our  sympathies  have  often  been  moved  by  this  re- 
flection, and  we  have  wondered  why  the  gospel  might  not  be  made  to  impart 
these  blessings  to  the  whole  family  of  man ;  though  we  are  not  certain  that  this 
view  alone  would  secure  our  determination. 

Millions  of  souls  lost  or  won. 
But  when  we  remember  their  eternal  prospects,  there  can  be  no  longer  any 
question  how  much  expense  may  be  justified,  to  make  them  acquainted  with  the 
great  salvation.  We  do  honestly  believe  the  bible  to  be  God's  own  word,  that  all 
its  assertions  are  true,  and  that  all  its  promises  and  threatenings  w  ill  be  fulfilled. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  expel  the  thought  that — "  The  wicked  shall  be  turned 
into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God  ;"  that — "  There  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved,"  than  that  which 
the  gospel  presents;  and  that  the  heathen,  though  very  ignorant,  have  some 
knowledge  which  they  do  not  improve,  "  so  that  they  are  without  excuse."  On 
the  other  hand,  "  the  scripture  saith,  whosoever  believeth  on  him  shall  not  be 
ashamed.  For  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek ;  for  the 
same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him.  For  whosoever  shall 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.  How,  then,  shall  they  call  on 
him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of 
whom  they  have  not  heard  ?  And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ? 
And  how  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent  ?"  With  us,  therefore,  there  is 
no  question,  that  about  six  hundred  millions  of  souls,  precious  as  are  our 
own,  are  exposed  to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  to  endless  misery  in  hell ;  that 
millions  of  souls  are  every  year  hastening  into  wretchedness  infinitely 
more  dreadful  than  the  worst  of  their  temporal  state,  which  so  easily  excites 
our  compassion  ;  and  that  nothing  known  to  us  cau  save  them  from  this  un- 
speakably awful  prospect  but  the  minister  of  the  gospel  proclaiming  "the  Lamb 
of  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  Now  what,  dear  brethren,  are 
our  earthly  interests,  compared  w  ith  the  welfare  of  millions  of  souls,  each  of 
which,  our  Savior  has  taught  us,  is  of  more  value  than  the  "whole  world?"  Is 
it  possible  for  us  to  retain  our  confidence  in  God's  word,  and  yet  to  evade  the 
awful  pressure  of  this  thought?  For  years  it  has  been  before  us,  and  we  must 
turn  infidel  in  intellect  or  in  heart  before  we  can  banish  it.  As  truly  as  the 
bible  is  the  inspired  word  of  God,  so  truly  can  nothing  but  the  preaching  of  the 
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gospel  rescue  these  millions  from  the  woes  of  hell :  nothing  else  can  light  up 
in  their  hearts  the  anticipation  of  that  rest  in  heaven,  which  so  much  cheers 
and  comforts  us  to-night. 

The  command  of  Christ  yet  unfulfilled. 
Immediately  connected  with  this  reason  is  another.  Our  Divine  Master  has 
commanded  his  church  and  his  ministers  to  give  this  gospel  to  the  world.  We 
say,  our  Divine  Master  has  so  commanded.  He  is  assuredly  that  much  to  us, 
or  he  is  nothing.  Whatever  he  bids,  we  must  do;  or  cease  to  be  his  servants. 
Upon  that  condition  alone  did  we  become  his;  and  that  condition, — that  we 
take  up  our  cross  daily, — that,  if  necessary  to  obey  him,  we  hate  father,  and 
mother,  and  brother,  and  sister,  and  houses,  and  lands;  yea,  and  our  own  lives 
also, — was  hy  us  distinctly  understood.  Now  Christ  has  commanded  us,  to  go 
into  all  the  world  and  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  This  is  given  to 
every  disciple  according  to  his  ability,  and  it  is  binding  until  every  creature  has 
the  knowledge  of  the  Savior.  But,  though  eighteen  hundred  years  have  passed 
since  the  church  received  this  commission,  six  hundred  millions  of  perishing 
sinners  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  death  of  Christ  and  of  its  design.  If  this  com- 
mand cannot  be  obeyed  by  us  without  incurring  the  loss  of  all  things;  then  that 
loss  is  matter  of  plain  necessity,  and  we  must  apply  to  our  own  case  the  passage 
just  noticed.  Nothing  can  render  this  more  plain,  than  the  facts  mentioned, — 
that  without  it  the  temporal  happiness  of  six  hundred  millions  of  God's  crea- 
tures cannot  be  secured,  and  that  millions  of  immortal  beings  are  annually  to 
enter  upon  the  pains  of  eternal  death, — and  that  Christ  peremptorily  com- 
mands us  to  preach  his  gospel  to  every  creature.  Should  a  doubt  still  linger, 
whether,  on  account  of  the  greatness  of  this  loss,  it  might  not  be  declined ;  let 
his  sayings  still  ring  in  our  ears,  while  he  adds — "  If  any  man  will  save  his  life 
he  shall  lose  it," — "  It  is  enough  for  the  disciple  to  be  as  his  Master,  and  the  ser- 
vant as  his  Lord," — "No  man  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough  and  looking 
back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God."  Now  our  brethren  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  our  land  have  heard  this  command,  but  from  various  considerations 
they  decline  the  service.  It  is  not  for  us  to  inquire,  how  far  they  may  be  safe  in 
so  doing;  it  is  enough  that  Christ  commands  the  work  to  be  done,  and  that  by  his 
church.  If  others  will  not  go  forth,  as  they  certainly  do  not,  then  that  duty 
must  be  ours.  Should  he  come  to  remove  the  candlesticks  from  unfaithful 
churches,  and  to  turn  dishonest  stewards  from  their  office,  we  would  count  any 
sacrifice  as  trifling  to  be  allowed  our  place  in  his  service. 

The  request  of  the  Missionary  Board. 
One  other  consideration  has  greatly  conduced  to  this  decision.  Our  Mission- 
ary Board  have  requested  us  to  go.  We  have  always  regarded  that  body  as  the 
agent  of  the  churches.  They  are  elected  from  the  denomination  at  large,  by 
delegates  assembled  from  every  part  of  our  country,  solely  for  the  consideration 
of  this  subject.  To  them  it  is  committed  in  a  special  manner,  to  watch  over  the 
interests  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  foreign  lands,  and  in  behalf  of  the  churches  to 
do  all  in  their  power,  that  the  last  command  of  Christ  may  be  fully  obeyed. 
According  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  they  are  to  select  fields  of  labor,  to 
commit  these  to  the  care  and  efforts  of  faithful  men,  and  to  inform  the  churches 
not  only  of  their  proceedings,  but  of  the  means  necessary  most  effectually  to  do 
the  work  assigned  them.  And  every  reasonable  request  for  aid  should  be  prompt- 
ly and  cheerfully  afforded  by  those  for  whom  they  act.    When  we  committed  to 
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them  the  care  of  this  department,  we  certainly  did  not  expect  them  to  conduct  its 
operations  at  their  own  expense;  we  virtually  pledged  to  them  all  necessary 
means.  Besides,  the  church  having  thrown  upon  them  the  responsibility  of  this 
department,  we,  to  no  small  extent,  regard  them  as  acting  by  the  authority  of 
our  Savior,  as  well  as  by  the  appointment  of  their  brethren.  And  their  request 
for  any  amount  of  aid  in  men  or  money,  necessary  to  give  the  gospel  to  the  perish- 
ing, is  urged  upon  us  to  the  extent  of  our  ability  by  the  command  of  Christ  him- 
self. Nor  does  this  at  all  infringe  our  right  of  private  judgment;  for  we  our- 
selves are  to  judge  of  that  necessity,  as  we  hope  at  the  last  day  in  peace  to  meet 
the  heathen  at  the  bar  of  God.  To  this  thought  we  should  add,  that  under 
present  circumstances  we  must  act  by  some  such  delegation  of  trust,  or  not 
obey  the  commission  of  Christ.  We  can  do  but  little,  if  any  thing,  effectually 
in  this  field,  merely  as  individuals. 

Such  have  been  our  views  of  our  relation  to  the  Board  and  of  our  obligation  to 
cooperate  with  them.  We  believe  they  have  been  as  economical  in  their  depart- 
ment, as  could  reasonably  be  expected  ;  that  the  fields  they  have  occupied,  were 
judiciously  selected  ;  and  that  they  have  scarcely  begun,  yet,  to  meet  the  press- 
ing wants  of  the  world.  As  they  can  proceed  only  by  the  assistance  of  the 
church,  so  their  requests  for  that  assistance  have  never  yet  exceeded  the  actual 
necessities  of  the  work  assigned  them.  Hitherto  they  have  asked  our  prayers 
and  our  money,  and,  without  waiting  for  personal  application,  we  have  endea- 
vored to  afford  our  aid.  When  they  have  issued  special  appeals,  we  have  made 
special  efforts  to  meet  the  crisis.  They  now  tell  us  that  they  need  not  only 
money,  but  men;  and  that,  should  it  upon  prayerful  reflection  appear  our  duty, 
they  wish  our  personal  service  in  the  foreign  field.  What  could  we  say  to  this? 
We  had  committed  to  them  the  responsibility  oT  directing  this  business  of  win- 
ning souls  from  among  the  nations ;  but  they  have  returned  upon  us  the  solemn 
responsibility  of  cooperating  with  them  :  at  the  same  titne  they  inform  us  how 
we  may  best  aid  in  their  object.  Shall  we  reply,  that  they  have  progressed 
sufficiently  far  in  converting  the  world  unto  God  ?  Never,  never ;  so  long  as 
millions  of  immortal  souls  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  great  salvation.  Shall  we  say, 
that  the  Lord's  treasury  is  exhausted, — that  no  talent  of  his  yet  remains  buried 
in  our  napkin, — that  we  have  done  all  in  our  power?  Before  God  we  dare  not 
assert  this.  True,  that  which  is  here  required  has  become  so  much  a  part  of 
ourselves,  that  it  can  now  be  taken,  only,  as  by  the  drawing  of  blood.  Still,  it 
is  not  our  own  ;  it  belongs  to  the  Lord ;  and  by  his  grace  we  can  render  unto 
God  that  which  is  his.  What  we  can  do,  we  ought  to  do,  in  this  case  certainly; 
and  hence  our  decision. 

Yet  think  not  that,  having  learned  our  duty,  we  are  otherwise  than  most  cheer- 
ful in  its  performance.    Never  were  we  happier  than  at  the  present  time. 

DUTY  OF  THOSE  WHO  STAT  AT  HOME. 

Having  stated  briefly  as  possible  a  few  thoughts  respecting  ourselves,  allow 
me  to  consider  a  moment  the  question, — What  is  the  duty  of  the  churches  in 
this  matter  ?   What,  dear  brethren,  is  your  duty  ? 

Responsibility  mutual  and  equal. 
That  you  will  constantly  remember  us  in  your  prayers,  and  that  you  will,  so 
far  as  circumstances  allow,  afford  us  a  comfortable  support,  we  cannot  doubt. 
This  is  understood.    The  field  is  divided.    We  take  one  department,  and  you 
retain  the  other.    We  "  go  down  into  the  well,"  and  you  "  bold  the  rope."  But 
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there  is  one  feature  in  this  obligation,  which  may  not  be  so  generally  appre- 
hended, and  which  may  be  illustrated  by  the  expression  just  quoted.  If  one 
descends  into  a  well  to  perform  a  labor  common  to  himself  and  to  him  who  re- 
mains above,  the  latter  is  obligated  not  merely  to  hold  the  rope  for  the  safety  of 
the  former,  but  to  afford  him  such  facilities,  that  he  may  most  successfully  ac- 
complish their  common  object.  It  is  surely  wrong  to  require  him  in  the  well, 
because  he  already  has  the  most  difficult  department,  also  to  work  to  disadvan- 
tage ;  unnecessarily  to  expend  his  strength  and  to  impair  his  constitution.  Yet, 
such  has  been  the  condition  of  missionaries.  Their  own  maintenance  has  been 
sufficient ;  but  they  have  been  compelled  to  work  to  disadvantage.  Often  have 
they  frittered  away  their  strength  and  impaired  their  constitution  for  want  of  fa- 
cilities, and  especially  for  want  of  fellow-laborers,  to  accomplish  that  for  which 
they  went  forth.  How  often  have  you  heard  the  agonizing  cry  of  your  brethren, 
assuring  you  that  they  were  almost  exhausted  from  over-exertion,  and  that  the 
work  all  about  them  remained  unaccomplished  for  the  want  of  necessary  as- 
sistance ;  and  imploring  you,  by  all  that  was  momentous  for  time  and  for  eter- 
nity, to  send  them  help  ?  This  is  what  at  times  oppresses  us.  The  thought 
that  you  may  not  perceive,  or  that  you  may  not  fully  appreciate,  this  part  of  the 
home  obligation  ; — that  we  may  be  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  well  without  the  fa- 
cilities of  working  to  advantage,  and  that,  consequently,  all  our  trials  may  prove 
comparatively  in  vain  ; — is  painful  beyond  expression.  A  comfortable  support 
is  not  the  object  of  our  solicitude  ;  that  we  could  more  readily  obtain  at  home. 
It  is  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  accomplish  the  toork,  for  which  we  relinquish 
those  many  blessings  which  you  retain. 

We  have  been  reminded  this  evening  of  our  solemn  obligations  to  Christ  and 
to  his  church  for  the  results  of  our  labor.  To  the  sentiments  advanced,  we  add 
our  most  hearty  amen.  We  reflected  upon  them  before  our  decision,  and  they 
have  appeared  to  us  far  more  appalling  than  all  personal  deprivations.  Were 
it  not  written, — "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world," — 
and,  "  My  grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  thee," — those  sentiments,  so  true  and  sol- 
emn, would  dispel  our  every  thought  of  entering  the  field  of  foreign  missions. 
But  judge,  dear  brethren,  the  extent  of  our  sorrow,  if  to  this  and  to  all  our  other 
sources  of  solicitude,  there  be  joined  the  painful  consciousness,  that  we  are  ex- 
pected to  "  make  brick  without  straw  ;" — if  we  are  held  accountable  for  results 
which  are  utterly  beyond  our  control  for  the  want  of  your  full  cooperation.  We 
know  that  God  will  not  be  deceived;  yet  we  may  be  exceedingly  unhappy  even 
respecting  this  part  of  our  responsibility.  A  tender  conscience  may  so  severely 
judge  us,  that  eternity  alone  may  render  clear  to  us  the  true  cause  of  our  failure. 
I  know,  dear  brethren,  that  you  now  understand  us.  I  think  1  hear  you  say, — 
"  that  were  indeed  unjust,  that  ought  never  to  be,  the  Board  should  afford  you 
every  facility."  But,  alas,  what  can  the  Board  do  ?  Nothing  but  direct  the  means 
supplied  by  the  churches.  It  is  the  church,  through  them,  that  must  afford 
these  facilities ;  and  each  one  in  this  assembly  should  feel  his  personal  responsi- 
bility to  the  missionary. 

TJie  principle  of  consecration  is  one. 
But  your  greatest  obligations  are  to  Christ,  our  common  Lord,  and  to  his  cause 
in  the  world.  Christians  generally  have  not  clearly  apprehended  these ;  at 
least,  they  have  not  done  so  in  comparison  with  what  they  deem  obligatory  upon 
those  who  enter  the  foreign  department.  Christ  gave  his  command  to  his  dis- 
ciples as  such.    He  taught  them  all  that  they  were  not  their  own,  that  they  were 
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to  enter  any  department  of  his  vineyard,  where,  according  to  their  talents,  they 
might  most  effectually  serve  him.  However  varied,  then,  may  be  the  particular 
duties  of  Christians,  the  principle  of  consecration  is  one.  In  whatever  depart- 
ment they  may  be,  to  the  performance  of  its  duties  they  are  to  devote  every 
ability  of  soul  and  body,  of  time  and  property.  Every  other  one  is  as  truly 
bound  to  live  wholly  for  Christ  and  for  his  cause,  as  is  the  foreign  missionary, — 
to  do  as  much  and  to  suffer  as  much,  up  to  the  wants  of  the  cause  and  to  his 
capacity.  And  this  consideration  is  paramount  to  every  other.  The  responsi- 
bilities of  no  particular  department  can  require  more ;  nor  can  the  favorable 
circumstances  of  any  sphere  allow  less,  so  long  as  millions  of  souls  are  in  a 
perishing  condition.  It  is  in  accordance  with  this  view  that,  under  God,  we  be- 
come ministers  or  missionaries.  Nor  has  any  disciple  of  Christ  a  right  to  de- 
vote his  talents  to  the  calling  of  a  lawyer,  physician,  merchant,  mechanic,  or 
farmer,  upon  any  other  principle.  Nor,  according  to  this,  has  any  minister  of 
the  gospel  a  right  to  yield  to  the  inducements  of  a  home  settlement,  if  his  aid  is 
more  needed  abroad  ;  provided,  he  is  qualified  for  that  sphere,  or  provided  that 
by  severe  discipline  he  may  obtain  that  qualif  cation.  It  is  not  enough  that  he  does 
good,  he  is  obligated  as  a  disciple  of  Christ  to  do  the  most  good  in  his  power; 
and  that  oiten  depends  as  much  upon  the  necessities  of  the  field,  as  upon  the 
amount  of  labor  performed.  If  any  seriously  doubt  this,  it  is  surely  time  for 
such  carefully  to  review  the  first  principles  of  discipleship ;  and  in  great  ear- 
nestness to  implore  the  instruction  and  direction  of  God.  In  eternity  they  may 
learn,  that  this  is  the  very  foundation  of  true  submission  to  God. 

If  such  is  the  principle  of  consecration,  what,  then,  is  the  responsibility  rest- 
ing upon  Christ's  disciples  in  this  assembly  ? 

Ministers  of  Christ  must  he  missionaries. 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  some  to  enter  personally  into  the  foreign  service  ?  I  see 
before  rne  many  young  men,  who  are  the  ministers  of  Christ,  and  who  are  can- 
didates for  that  sacred  office.  To  you,  dear  brethren,  do  we  most  solemnly 
direct  our  appeal  this  evening.  It  is  to  be  the  business  of  your  lives  to  unfold 
to  others  this  principle  of  consecration,  to  urge  them  to  unlimited  fidelity  to  the 
Master.  Can  you  consistently  or  successfully  do  this,  unless  [conscious  that 
you  are  disposed  to  practise  accordingly  ?  You  are  not  ignorant  of  what  Christ 
requires,  nor  of  the  perishing  condition  of  millions  of  your  fellow-men.  Nor 
are  you  unaware  of  the  fact  already  stated,  that  in  New  England  and  in  many  of 
the  older  States  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  multiplied,  until  their  usefulness  is 
often  seriously  impaired.  Why,  then,  spend  your  life  in  doing  a  work,  which 
would  be  equally  well  and,  perhaps,  better  performed  without  you?  Why 
especially  do  this,  when  millions  of  men  are  left  annually  to  perish  in  their 
sins,  without  the  knowledge  of  that  salvation  which  it  is  your  business  to 
preach  ?  Are  you  sure  that  it  is  alone  to  glorify  God,  and  that  you  are  where 
you  can  do  the  most  good  ?  Have  you  a  comfortable  evidence  that  the  Savior 
has  made  this  your  duty?  Will  that  evidence  bear  agitation  ?  Has  he  never  se- 
riously impressed  you  with  the  contrary  ?  and  what  have  you  done  with  those 
impressions?  Do  you  here  urge  your  love  of  the  refiued  and  literary,  your 
worldly  relations  and  prospects,  the  great  sacrifices  required,  and  particularly 
your  want  of  qualifications  ?  What  missionary,  whom  you  would  recommend 
to  this  work,  must  not  experience  the  same,  or  similar  difficulties  ?  Tell  us,  dear 
brethren,  can  it  be  possible,  that  he  who  upon  earth  had  not  where  to  lay  his 
head,  and  who  in  the  garden  and  on  Calvary  drank  to  the  very  dregs  that  most 
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bitter  of  cups,  to  provide  salvation  dor  sinners,  really  approves  your  unanimous 
resolution  to  remain  at  home,  while  a  world  is  perishing  in  your  hearing?  Has 
lie  appointed  only  here  and  there  a  solitary  one,  to  preach  his  salvation  to 
perishing  millions  ;  and  has  he  made'it  the  duty  of  the  mass  of  his  ministers  to 
remain  with  the  few,  where  they  are  more  comfortable,  but  less  needed  ?  Did 
he  die  for  America  only,  or  was  it  for  the  world  ?  O  ye  disciples  of  this  cruci- 
Jied  one,  to  whose  gospel  you  are  indebted  for  all  that  you  are,  and  for  all  that 
you  anticipate,  arise ;  and  look  out  upon  this  wide  scene  of  desolation.  With 
your  own  views  of  scripture  truth  enter  with  these  millions  of  heathen  the  eter- 
nal world  ;  stand  with  them  before  the  judgment  seat,  and  hear  and  see  for 
yourselves  the  result  of  this  neglect ;  then  say,  can  you  turn  your  backs  upon 
such  fields,  and  with  a  quiet  conscience  remain  at  home,  where  you  are  of  com- 
paratively little  service  ?  We  solemnly  urge  upon  your  consideration,  that  such 
multitudes  are  so  entering  eternity  every  year;  and  that  it  is  in  your  power  to 
guide  many  of  them  to  the  cross  and  to  eternal  life. 

His  churches  are  his  stewards. 

But  the  great  body  of  the  church  may  not  go  to  the  heathen ;  nor  is  it  needed, 
if  they  will  sacredly  observe  their  obligations  at  home.  To  this  class  belongs 
the  largest  part  of  this  assembly.  In  connexion  with  your  labors  for  America, 
you  are  to  cooperate  with  the  Board  to  the  extent  of  your  ability,  until  Christ's 
command  is  fully  obeyed.  Your  bodies  and  minds,  your  time  and  attainments, 
all  belong  to  Christ;  by  them  you  obtain  money,  which  is  equally  his.  You 
are  his  stewards,  trading  upon  his  capital,  for  the  promotion  of  his  interests. 
Your  powers  and  time  must  be  diligently  employed,  or  you  will  bury  his  talent 
in  a  napkin ;  you  must  live  frugally,  or  he  will  charge  you  with  having  perverted 
his  funds  for  your  own  indulgence  ;  the  remainder  you  must  consecrate  to  his 
cause,  so  long  as  it  is  needed,  or  he  will  eventually  condemn  you  for  having 
lived  unto  yourselves,  and  not  unto  him.  Is  it  inquired,  how  far  you  should  prac- 
tically apply  this  principle  ?  We  think,  dear  brethren,  you  are  best  able  to  give 
the  answer.  How  far  do  you  expect  the  missionary  practically  to  apply  it?  There 
may  at  times  be  peculiar  circumstances  to  modify  the  form  of  his  sacrifices,  and 
so  far  they  must  differ  from  your  own.  But,  generally,  you  and  he  are  alike  the 
servants  of  Christ,  and  subject  to  the  same  rules.  You  can  have  no  more  right 
to  live  unto  yourselves  and  to  your  families,  than  he  has  to  live  for  himself  and 
for  his  family  ;  that  is,  neither  has  any  such  right.  Why  should  not  the  Ameri 
can  pastor,  the  lawyer,  and  the  physician, — why  should  not  the  merchant,  the 
mechanic,  and  the  farmer,  live  as  entirely  for  Christ  and  as  sacredly  obey  his 
commands,  as  the  missionary?  Why  should  not  the  sisters  of  the  church  here 
be  as  self-denying  and  as  faithful  to  this  cause,  as  their  sisters  in  foreign  lands? 
Did  they  not  alike  come  to  the  cross  for  salvation  ?  Were  they  not  all  pardoned 
upon  the  same  consideration  ?  Is  it  not  one  vineyard,  into  which  they  were  all 
received  as  laborers  ?  And  are  they  not  all  to  act  upon  one  principle  ?  Of  whom 
is  it  said, — "  Ye  are  not  your  own,  ye  are  bought  with  a  price  ?"  of  the  mission 
ary,  or  of  all  Christians?  Is  it  not  emphatically  said, — "No  m\n  liveth  unto 
himself  ?"  Weigh,  my  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  the  reasons  why  it  is  our  duty 
to  enter  upon  this  work.  Do  not  the  same  reasons  press  your  entire  consecra- 
tion to  this  cause  ?  Is  there  no  language  to  you  in  the  dreadful  condition  of  so 
many  millions  of  perishing  ones  ?  Are  you  not  a  part  of  those  disciples  to  whom 
the  Savior  commands, — "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature  ?"  Again  prayerfully  ponder  the  instruction  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
vol.  xxv.  4 
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in  Rom.  x.  11— 15,  and  remember,  that  upon  the  amount  of  your  cooperation 
will  depend,  under  God,  the  number  of  those  who  personally  enter  thi9  field  of 
labor,  and  the  efficiency  of  their  efforts.  The  fact  that  the  missionary  is  thus 
dependent  upon  your  aid,  removes  every  doubt  respecting  the  extent  of  your  ob- 
ligation compared  with  his.  Again,  the  Board  has  informed  us  how  we  might 
best  aid  this  work;  and  have  not  you,  too,  heard  its  appeal?  Again  and 
again  have  they  told  of  the  unoccupied  fields,  upon  some  of  which  the  first  kind- 
ly influence  is  yet  to  be  exerted ;  while  upon  others  the  gospel  has  operated, 
until  they  are  already  ripe  for  the  harvest.  If  these  considerations  might  justly 
move  our  decision,  when  surrounded  with  the  rich  enjoyments  of  this  Christian 
land,  ought  they  not  also  deeply  to  affect  you  ?  The  position,  dear  brethren, 
which  you  occupy,  is  most  fearfully  solemn.  The  world  is  perishing  in  your 
hearing,  and  Christ  requires  you  to  spare  no  labor  or  expense  for  its  rescue. 
You  stand  in  the  very  passage-way  to  the  heathen,  through  which  the  mission- 
ary can  pass  only  by  your  aid.  If  you  prove  false  to  your  trust,  you  will  block 
up  that  way  (unless  God  in  mercy  to  a  fallen  world  removes  you);  very  few  will 
pass  it;  the  heathen  will  continue  to  perish  in  their  sins;  and  you, — who  can 
portray  your  feelings,  when  with  them  you  stand  at  Christ's  judgment  seat  to 
answer  for  the  buried,  or  for  the  wasted  talents  of  your  Lord ! 

Evasion  fallacious  and  futile  : — its  remedy. 

We  know  of  but  one  way  to  evade  these  considerations.  Young  ministers  do 
so,  respecting  their  personal  service  ;  because  there  is  no  more  money  to  sup- 
port additional  fields  and  laborers.  Others  do* so  respecting  funds,  because  men 
are  not  wailing  to  be  sent  forth,  who  are  kept  back  only  by  an  exhausted  treasury. 
But  neither  of  these  pretend  that  Christ's  command  is  obeyed,  or  that  the  work 
is  done.  They  plead  the  unfaithfulness  of  each  other,  to  excuse  their  own  con- 
tinued neglect  of  duty.  However  much  this  course  may  now  evade  the  appeals 
of  their  brethren  and  silence  their  own  consciences,  it  will  not  obey  Christ,  nor 
save  the  world.  It  will  not  suppress  the  wailing  of  damned  spirits  for  eternity; 
nor  cause  the  arches  of  heaven  to  reverberate  the  songs  of  millions  saved  through 
their  instrumentality.  Brethren,  believe  us,  or  rather  believe  the  whole  tenor  of 
God's  word, — this  may  answer  for  time;  but  it  will  not  suffice  when  he  who 
died  for  sinners,  and  who  gave  his  commission  to  the  church,  "maketh  inqui- 
sition for  blood."  It  will  be  no  trifling  matter,  then,  to  find  the  blood  of  souls 
upon  their  garments ;  to  hear  the  unutterable,  eternal  anguish  of  the  heathen 
charged  to  their  neglect. 

Allow  us  to  suggest  a  remedy  for  even  this  evasion.  Let  the  Board  select 
any  and  even- man,  whom  they  think  best  fitted  for  the  work;  and  let  them 
solemnly  appeal  to  him,  if  he  is  willing  to  go  on  two  conditions :  first,  that  those 
who  are  best  qualified  to  judge,  shall  deem  him  fitted  for  the  sphere ;  and 
second,  that  the  Board  are  able  to  send  him  forth,  with  a  reasonable  prospect, 
under  the  influence  of  Christian  faith,  afterwards  to  support  him.  Let  them 
thus  leave  this  responsibility,  where  it  belongs,  at  the  door  of  each  man's  heart, 
to  decide  the  matter  for  himself,  as  he  hopes  in  peace  to  meet  his  Master  at  the 
last  day.  Let  them  then  record  every  man's  name  who  consents  to  go,  and 
make  this  record  known  to  the  church,  that  its  members  may  understand,  not 
only  the  wants  of  the  world,  but  that  men  are  waiting  to  enter  upon  the  ser- 
vice, who  are  prevented  only  by  the  want  of  means.  In  like  manner  let  them 
appeal  to  the  church  for  funds.  Every  one  knows  that  in  that  treasury  of  God's, 
there  is  enough  and  to  spare,  if  its  resources  were  drawn  and  applied  to  the 
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right  purpose.  Long,  long  before  the  disciples  become  as  their  Lord,  and  have 
not  where  to  lay  their  heads,  will  this,  his  treasury,  afford  ample  means.  I 
know  not  how  we  might  dare  to  ask  him  for  more,  until  at  least  the  capital,  now 
lying  dead  in  the  hands  of  his  stewards,  is  applied  to  the  work.  Let,  then,  the 
Board,  without  reference  to  the  number  of  men  at  present  waiting  for  this  ser- 
vice, apply  in  person  to  the  rich  for  their  abundance,  and  to  know  how  far  they 
may  be  relied  upon,  if  foreign  laborers  can  be  found;  let  them  also  encourage 
the  poor  to  forward  their  several  mites;  that  the  means  of  greatly  enlarged  op- 
erations may  be  supplied.  And  let  the  state  of  the  treasury  be  made  known  to 
our  young  men.  Let  the  men  and  the  means  no  longer  wait  for  one  another, 
and  mutually  encourage  neglect  of  duty. 

Thus  let  the  ministry  say, — "  We  wish  to  remove  this  reproach,  that  men  can- 
not be  found  to  do  Christ's  work,  even  among  those  purchased  by  his  blood — 
we  are  waiting  to  be  seiit."  On  the  other  hand,  let  the  body  of  the  church  say  to 
.their  young  ministers,  and  to  their  young  members  who  are  yet  engaged  in  worldly 
avocations  : — "  In  the  opinion  of  our  brethren  we  are  necessarily  prevented  from 
going  to  a  foreign  land,  but  we  are  Christ's  ;  and  if  you  will  go,  we  will  here 
live  as  sacredly  for  him  as  you  do  there  ;  and  we  will  give  you  the  means  to 
work  to  the  best  advantage,  if  it  takes  all  we  have  and  all  we  can  honorably  obtain." 

We  believe  this  would  remove  that  last  common  evasion.  For,  "  As  face 
answers  to  face  in  water,  so  the  heart  of  man  to  man."  Besides,  great  confi- 
dence may  be  reposed  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  in  his  disciples,  when  it  is  fairly 
tested.  We  cannot  believe,  if  there  were  sufficient  funds,  there  would  be  any 
want  of  men  ;  or  if  men  enough  stood  ready  for  the  work,  there  would  long  re- 
main any  w  ant  of  funds.  And  yet,  we  are  now  as  truly  responsible  for  this  neg- 
lect, as  we  should  then  be;  and  the  consequences  to  millions  of  souls  are  as 
deplorable  for  time  and  for  eternity. 

Pardon  us,  dear  brethren,  the  freedom  of  these  remarks.  I  speak  for  myself; 
and,  in  most  respects,  I  think  I  may  safely  say,  I  speak  for  my  brethren  also.  If 
we  had  not  most  deeply  felt  the  sentiments  here  presented,  you  had  not  seen  us 
here  to-night,  about  to  go  forth  as  your  messengers  to  the  heathen.  We  have, 
probably,  passed  our  last  Sabbath  in  the  land  of  our  fathers,  and  in  this  city  of 
most  tender  recollections.  A  day  or  two  more,  and  we  shall  see  your  faces  no 
more  upon  earth.  We  go  down  into  an  exceedingly  dec])  well, — and  very 
solemn  thoughts  possess  us,  as  we  wait  a  moment  at  its  mouth.  Dear  brethren, 
w  ill  you  hold  the  rope  ?  Will  you  give  us,  while  there,  ihe  facilities  to  uork  to  ad- 
vantage'.1 We  cannot  doubt  it, — and  the  God  of  all  blessings  will  bless  you  in 
so  doing. 

But  we  shall  meet  again ;  until  then,  let  us  labor  faithfully,  knowing  that 
there  remaineth  for  us  a  rest  in  heaven. 


INTELLIGENCE  FROM  THE  MISSIONS. 


SUvacan. 

JOURNAL  OF  MR.  COMSTOCK. 

The  obituary  notice  of  the  late  Mr. 
Comstock,  which  appeared  in  the  Magazine 
for  November,  embodied  the  last  commu- 
nication then  received  from  his  hand.  We 


have  since  been  permitted  to  read  his  last 
journal,  closing  about  two  months  before 
his  decease  at  Akyab,  and  comprising  the 
principal  details  of  his  accustomed  tour  to 
Cheduba  and  y£ng.  The  journey  was 
made  in  weakness  and  much  suffering,  but 
was  marked,  as  in  former  tours,  with  the 
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faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel  from  village 
to  village,  and  wherever  an  auditory,  how- 
ever small,  could  he  gathered,  in  the  zayat, 
the  boat,  or  by  the  way-side.  We  make 
a  few  extracts,  as  follows  ;  partly  with  the 
design  of  showing  that  the  labors  of  our 
beloved  brother  were  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord  ;  and  partly  to  foster  the  interest 
which  all  must  feel,  that  the  work  be  not 
abandoned,  in  which  he  laid  down  his  life, 
and  which  gives  so  f.iir  promise  of  success, 
if  faithfully  sustained. 

Mr.  Comstock  was  accompanied  in  his 
journey  by  two  native  assistants,  Moung 
Net  and  Nah  Bouk,  who  were  very  active 
both  in  preaching  and  distributing  tracts. 
On  Cheduba  they  were  joined  by  Ko 
Thah-oo.  They  reached  Cheduba  from 
Ramree  Dec.  5.  A  few  days  were  spent 
in  visiting  the  villages  near  the  landing 
place,  and  in  preaching  to  such  as  called  at 
the  zayat. 

Growing  respect  for  Christianity  —  De- 
sirableness of  continued  teaching. 
Dec.  9,  1843.  Several  men  came  to 
the  zayat  this  morning,  with  whom  a 
spirited  and  interesting  discussion  was 
held,  as  to  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  religions  ot'Gaudama  and  of  Christ. 
An  old  man  said  that  he  had  read  three 
or  lour  of  our  books,  and  his  faith  in 
Gaudama  was  almost  destroyed  ;  at 
which  lie  became  alarmed,  and  durst 
read  no  more  Christian  hooks.  He 
is,  I  think,  a  representative  of  a  pretty 
large  class  within  the  circle  of  my  op- 
erations. Others  called  at  the  zayat 
during  the  day,  and  some  listened  to 
the  gospel  a  long  time,  and,  apparently, 
with  great  interest.  One  was  from  the 
village  which  I  left  last  evening.  He 
said  that  the  people  had  been  discussing 
in  their  harvest  fields  what  they  had 
heard  on  the  preceding  evening,  some 
saying  that  the  Christian  religion  is 
true,  and  others  denying  its  truth. 
Some  twenty-five  or  thirty  went  to  the 
zayat  last  evening,  and  were  much  dis- 
appointed in  not  finding  me  there.  He 
said,  If  you  should  stay  at  a  village 
five  or  six  days,  you  would  gain  dis- 
ciples ;  but  now,  the  people  bear  only 
a  little  once  a  year,  and  when  they 
want  to  know  more  about  Christ  they 
have  no  one  to  teach  them.  They 
cannot  come  fully  to  a  decision." 
There  js  reason  in  this  remark,  and  I 
could  only  say,  "  1  am  alone  at  Ram- 


ree, and  must  visit  the  villages  near 
there,  and  go  as  far  as  to  JEng,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  remain  long  at  Che- 
duba." 

At  evening,  I  left  for  a  village  about 
three  miles  distant,  hoping  to  find  there 
a  comfortable  zayat  in  which  to  spend 
the  Lord's  day  ;  hut  on  arriving,  found 
only  an  old  one,  in  ruins.  Under  a 
large  tamarind  tree  was  a  small  bam- 
boo platform,  which  the  people  of  the 
village  rendered  quite  comfortable  for 
me,  by  putting  mats  on  two  sides  of  it 
and  another  over  it.  The  natives  slept 
on  the  ground  near  by.  [There  are  no 
tigers,  or  other  ravenous  beasts,  on 
Cheduba.]  A  congregation  of  twenty 
or  thirty  men  speedily  assembled,  and 
spent  the  evening  in  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion of  the  Christian  religion. 

Our  next  extract  is  under  date  of  Dec. 
25.  The  interval  was  diligently  employed 
as  under  the  previous  date,  and  with  similar 
results. 

Spread  of  truth — Decay  of  idol  worship. 

25.  A  few  hearers  during  the  day  ; 
among  w  hom  was  the  head  man  of  the 
village,  with  whom  I  passed  the  night 
last  year,  and  who  then  listened  with 
attention  and  interest  to  the  truth.  He 
now  maintains  the  eternity  of  God,  and 
that  He  created  all  things;  and  on  other 
points  he  has  correct  views  as  to  re- 
ligion. 1  have  omitted  to  notice  some 
similar  cases,  which  I  found  at  differ- 
ent villages.  At  one,  two  young  men 
were  said  to  have  fully  embraced  the 
Christian  religion,  and  to  be  ready  for 
baptism  :  1  did  not  see  them.  At  ano- 
ther village,  a  young  man  had  learned, 
by  reading  a  tract,  that  God  is  eternal, 
the  creator  of  all  things,  etc.,  which 
truths  he  zealously  proclaimed  to  his 
neighbors.  He  solicited  a  good  supply 
of*  our  books,  saying  that  he  wanted  to 
;  read  nothing  more  about  Gaudama,  he 
'  wished  to  read  only  the  books  of  the 
|  eternal  God.  Some  cases  of  special  at- 
tention and  interest  have  occurred  also 
;  during  this  tour,  which  have  much  en- 
couraged me. 

27.  Arrived  this  morning  at  Thoo- 
pau-oung's,  having  occupied  twenty 
days  in  the  circuit  of  the  island.  I 
heard  Moung  Net  just  now  telling 
Thoo-pau-onng,  that  we  found  the  re- 
ligion of  Gaudama  almost  destroyed, 
and  the  people  readily  listening  and 
assenting  to  the  truth,  except  at  the 
village  where  we  spent  the  last  sight. 
They  alone  were  hard  and  bigoted. 
His  representation  is,  I  think,  in  the 
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main  correct.  During  the  last  two  ' 
years,  seven  kyoungs  have  been  de-  ; 
scried,  and  most  ot"  tliem  are  in  ruins  ; 
while  only  six  are  left,  occupied  by  as 
many  pongyees  and  one  noviciate. 
tThese  are  all  sixty  or  seventy  years 
old,  and  they  may  continue  to  wear  the 
yellow  cloth  till  they  die,  although  one, 
in  reply  to  an  assistant,  said  that  he  did 
not  know  whether  he  "should  become 
a  man  again  or  not." 

This  evening  I  went  to  a  village 
about  a  mile  distant,  and  had  thirty  at- 
tentive hearers.  One  of  them  was  an 
idol  maker,  and  he  said  in  answer  to 
an  .inquiry  by  me,  that  he  made  lew 
idols  now,  not  halt'  as  many  as  he  used 
to  make.  J  inquired  if  lie  had  made  a 
quarter  as  many  during  the  last  two 
years,  as  he  did  lour  or  live  years  ago. 
After  considering  awhile,  he  said  that 
he  had  not  made  one  this  year,  nor  the 
year  betbre,  ami  only  two  the  year  be- 
lbie  that.  '•  No  one  orders  idols  now- 
a-davs,"  he  added.  It  is  said  that  j 
several  men  in  his  village  are  almost 
persuaded  to  become  Christians. 

28.  The  assistants  lbuud  a  few  hear- 
ers in  three  or  lour  hamlets  not  far  dis- 
tant. At  evening,  1  preached  at  two 
villages,  separated  hut  a  little  way  from 
each  other.  In  the  first  had  twenty  or 
thirty  hearers,  and  in  the  second  about 
fifteen.  The  truth  appeared  to  be  un- 
derstood by  all,  and  approved  by  a  few. 
In  this  region  are  nearly  all  the  op- 
posers  of  the  gospel  to  be  found  on 
Cheduba. 

29.  Had  half  a  dozen  interesting 
hearers  at  the  house,  three  of  whom 
came  from  the  lust  village  in  which  I 
preached  last  evening,  "  to  hear  the 
Jaw,  and  ask  for  books." 

."30.  1  have  concluded  to  administer 
the  Lord's  supper  to  the  lour  native 
Christians  here,  to-morrow,  and  this 
morning  we  have  had  an  interesting 
prayer  meeting  in  reference  to  it. 
There  is  only  one  other  member  of  the 
church  (Moling  Net's  wife)  now  in 
connexion  with  us,  and  if  the  ordinance 
should  be  delayed  till  we  return  to 
Ramree,  on  her  account,  the  two  old 
Mug  Christians  here  could  not  enjoy  it. 

Retrospect — The  Kondaing  teacher. 
Jan.  1, 1844.  The  past  year  has  been 
one  of  immense  and  important  changes 
in  my  circumstances  and  prospects,  as 
far  as  this  life  is  concerned,  but  1  have 
never  had  more  confidence  anil  delight 
in  my  ever  living  and  ever  prevalent 
Intercessor  and  Savior;  and  in  all  my 
ariiietions  and  trials,  His  grace  has  been 


sufficient  for  me.  He  is,  indeed,  a 
mighty  and  a  precious  Savior.  At 
different  places  the  people  have  ex- 
pressed to  me  their  deep  sorrow  ou 
account  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  C,  but 
more  particularly  here,  (Thau-poo- 
oung's  village)  where  she  was  best 
known.  Said  a  woman  to  me,  "The 
whole  town  was  moved  by  the  intelli- 
gence ;  it  was  more  than  they  could 
bear."  A  man  remarked,  "  There  is  no 
one  who  does  not  regret  her  death." 
We  left  Cheduba  at  1(J  a.  m.,  and  land- 
ed on  the  Ramree  side  at  3  p.  m.  My 
circumstances  have  not  been  favorable 
to  a  proper  and  efficient -observance  of 
the  clay,  (as  one  of  special  and  earnest 
prayer  for  the  speed}  conversion  of  the 
world  to  Christ,)  in  unison  with  the 
people  of  God  in  Christian  lands,  but  I 
have  endeavored  to  join  them  in  spirit. 
May  prayer  prevail,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  spread  rapidly  over  the  whole 
earth. 

3.  Passed  several  large  villages  on 
the  way.  In  them  are  a  half  dozen  de- 
serted kyoungs,  and  only  two  pongyees 
are  left,  1  believe.  1  should  like  ex- 
ceedingly to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings 
in  all  these  \illages;  but,  alas,  what 
can  a  single  missionary  do  among  such 
multitudes, 

4.  In  the  morning  moved  on  to  a 
village  of  ninety  houses,  where  I  was 
immediately  surrounded  by  fifty  or  sixty 
men,  w  omen,  and  children,  to  w  hom  I 
discoursed  at  considerable  length  on 
the  character  of  God.  After  breakfast 
about  the  same  number  of  hearers  came 
again  to  my  zayat.  and  during  the  whole 
day  fifteen  or  twenty  were  there,  dis- 
cussing religious  topics,  but  as  their 
discussion  was  carried  on  in  native 
style,  (three  or  four  talking  at  a  time, 
loudly  and  rapidly,)  I  could  not  take 
much  part  in  it. 

My  friend,  the  Kondaing  teacher, 
hearing  of  my  arrival,  lAd  come  to 
meet  me,  and  was  the  chief  speaker  on 
the  part  of  the  eternal  God.  The  truth 
is  clearly  seen  by  many  here,  and  its 
lince  felt  by  some,  I  trust  I  walked 
out  after  breakfast  among  the  idols, 
and  as  I  saw  them  with  heads  and  arms 
broken  off",  left  shelterless  and  neglect- 
ed, I  involuntarily  exclaimed  several 
times,  "poor  old  gods."  To-day  is  the 
I  worship  day  of  Boodhists,  but  not  one 
I  at  this  village  has  observed  it,  I  believe. 

Toward  evening  1  went  home  with  the 
;  Kondaing  teacher,  and  spent  the  night 
at  his  house. 

5.  In  the  morning  went  to  a  village 
I  near  by,  where  w  e  had,  during  the  day, 
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twenty  or  thirty  hearers.  The  teacher 
went  with  us,  and  I  found  his  love  of 
talking  a  considerable  hindrance  to 
my  preaching  Christ  to  the  people. 
He  has  a  great  deal  to  say  in  favor  of 
the  eternal  God,  against  idols,  etc.,  but 
seldom  speaks  of  the  sinfulness  of  men, 
and  their  need  of  a  Savior.  May  he 
speedily  be  brought  to  a  full  knowledge 
and  acceptance  of  the  truth. 

Budhism  languishing;  —  Evil  of  incon- 
stant efforts. 
6.  Reached  Ramree  at  daylight, 
having  travelled  six  miles  over  a  very 
hilly  road,  by  the  light  of  a  lull  moon. 
During  my  tour,  I  have  had,  on  an  av- 
erage, sixty  or  more  hearers  daily,  I 
think;  and  about  1000  books  and  tracts 
have  been  distributed ;  although  I  have 
not  urged  them  on  the  people,  but 
merely  said,  that  I  would  give  to  all 
who  wished  to  read.  I  have  mentioned 
some  incidents,  which  indicate  the  rapid 
decline  of  Budhism  ;  and  I  will  add, 
that  all  natives  of  intelligence  and  can- 
dor admit  that  their  religion  is  well 
nigh  ruined.  Some  say  that  it  will  not 
be  long  before  there  will  be  no  pon- 
gyees  or  kvoungs  in  all  this  region.  I 
have  not  usually  introduced  this  sub- 
ject to  pongyees,  but  finding  one  a  few 
days  since  who  appeared  to  be  particu- 
larly candid,  1  asked  him  if  he  did  not 
think  that  the  religion  of  Gaiidama  was 
fast  going  to  ruin.  He  immediately  re- 
plied that  it  certainly  was,  adding,  that 
it  was  not  sustained  by  royal  authority, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  exist.  1 
have  been  told  by  others,  however,  that 
the  pongyees  attribute  the  decline  of 
their  religion  to  the  padre,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  truth  of  God  preached, 
and  distributed  in  books  and  tracts,  is 
the  principal  agent  in  undermining  and 
overthrowing  the  religion  of  Gaudama. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  number  of 
those  in  the  Ramree  district,  who  have 
no  faith  in  idols  and  in  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  Budhism,  and  who  believe  in 
God  and  in  the  main  truths  of  Christ- 
ianity, is  large ;  but  they  need  strong 
faith  and  ardent  love  to  enable  them  to 
brave  ignominy  and  insult,  and,  perhaps, 
more  serious  persecution  for  Christ's 
sake.  They  need  the  importunate  and 
believing  prayers  of  the  people  of  God. 
Do  they  have  them  ? 

8.  Mouiig  Nab  Bonk  informed  me 
yesterday,  that  the  Kondaing  teacher 
told  him,  he  had  long  wished  "to  enter 
the  religion  of  Christ,"  but  he  feared 
that  I  would  leave,  and  the  mission  to 
Ramree  be  broken  up ;  in  which  case 


native  converts  would  greatly  suffer. 
He  has  a  large  number  of  disciples. 
The  assistants  asked  me  last  evening, 
as  they  have  often  done  before,  if  1  had 
not  yet  heard  that  other  missionaries 
were  coming  to  Arracan.  1  told  them 
of  the  debt  against  the  Board  at  the  last 
annual  meeting,  and  added  that  1  did 
not  know  whether  new  missionaries 
would  be  sent  out,  or  some  of  the  old 
ones  recalled  for  want  of  funds.  On 
hearing  that,  Moling  Net  replied,  "  It 
would  be  a  cause  of  great  sorrow,  if 
missionaries  should  be  called  away 
from  here  now,  just  as  the  Christian  re- 
ligion is  ready  to  be  established."  He 
then  began  to  talk  over  the  matter  with 
Nah  Bouk,  and  said,  "It  is  as  if  a  man 
should  make  a  garden,  and  after  having 
planted  if,  just  as  the  seed  is  beginning 
to  sprout  and  some  trees  are  putting 
forth  their  leaves,  his  money  should 
(ail,  so  that  he  could  not  properly  fence 
it  and  take  care  of  it.  All  would  be 
lost."  Both  appeared  to  feel  very  sad. 
For  a  long  time  past,  it  has  been  neces- 
sary here,  to  raise  money  lor  idolatrous 
purposes  by  threatening  those  who  re- 
fuse to  contribute  with  a  kind  of  out- 
lawry ;  that  is,  that  they  should  not  eat 
or  drink  with  others,  nor  receive  any 
favor  from  them.  This  course,  urged 
on  by  the  highest  native  oflicer  in  the 
district,  has  hitherto  succeeded  in  keep- 
ing things  going  tolerably,  but  I  was 
told  to-day  that  whole  villages  had  now 
refused  to  give  for  the  burning  of  two 
pongyees,  who  have  long  been  lying  in 
state  here. 

J'isit  to  JEng  —  Bunnan  merchants  — 
Eject  of  one  tract. 
20.  Two  days  since,  I  left  Ramree 
for  ^Eng,  accompanied-  by  two  assist- 
ants, and  having  with  me  more  than 
4500  books  and  tracts.  My  evening 
congregations  at  R.  usually  contained 
only  about  twenty-five  hearers,  owing, 
I  doubt  not,  to  the  cold,  which  kept  the 
people  over  the  fires  in  their  houses. 
Although  my  audiences  were  small, 
some  of  them  were  very  interesting. 
At  one,  a  circumstance  occurred  which 
plainly  showed  the  triumph  of  truth  in 
the"  tow  n.  After  I  had  finished  preach- 
ing, a  man  from  the  country  began  to 
ask  questions  and  to  object,  when  two 
very  intelligent  men  of  the  town  told 
him  that  he  could  tell  me  nothing  new 
about  the  religion  of  Gaudama,  I  un- 
derstood it  all,  nor  could  he  defend  it ; 
neither  could  he  bring  a  valid  objection 
against  the  religion  of  Christ.  The 
mau  replied  to  them,  "  Will  you  enter 
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this  religion,  then  ?"  They  answered, 
"  If  we  do  not  enter  it,  we  can  give  no 
good  reason  for  rejecting  it." 

22.  We  arrived  Saturday  night  with- 
in half  a  mile  of  /Eng,  where  we  were 
ohliged  to  wait  till  2  p.  m.,  of  yesterday, 
(the  Lord's-day.)  During  to-day  have 
had  ahont  100  visiters,  several  of  whom 
manifested  great  interest  in  the  truth. 
Toward  evening  went  into  the  town, 
and  preached  in  the  vicinity  of  three  or 
four  encampments  of  merchants  from 
Burmah,  to  100  or  more  attentive  hear- 
ers. Ahout  250  tracts  have  been  dis- 
tributed to-day,  a  third  of  which,  per- 
haps, will  find  their  way  into  the 
Barman  empire.  May  they  be  blessed 
to  the  conversion  of  many  perishing 
idolaters  to  Christ. 

23.  A  severe  headache  (which  has 
troubled  me  a  considerable  part  of  the 
time  since  I  left  R.,)  prevented  my 
sleeping  last  night,  and  I  lelt  little  fit 
to  go  out  and  preach  this  morning ; 
but  1  feared  that  some  of  the  Burmese 
merchants  might  leave  before  they  had 
heard  the  gospel  and  received  tracts. 
I  went,  therefore,  to  the  encampment 
which  1  had  not  visited,  and  was  just  in 
time  at  one  of  them  to  supply  with 
books  a  company  of  twenty,  who  were 
loading  their  bullocks,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  were  on  their  way  to  Burmah. 
At  another  encampment,  read  and  ex- 
plained awhile,  and,  alter  supplying 
the  traders  with  tracts,  returned  to  my 
zayat,  distributing  several  tracts  by  the 
way.  After  breakfast  had  a  very  intel- 
ligent and  interesting  congregation  of 
about  thirty,  and  during  the  day  com- 
panies of  three  or  four  at  a  time  were 
dropping  in  "  to  hear  the  law  and  ask 
for  books."  Some  Burmese  remarked, 
that  these  books  were  sought  with  great 
avidity  in  their  country,  and  all  the 
pongyees,  even,  were  anxious  to  read 
them. 

24.  Preached  in  the  morning  by  a 
fii  e  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  to  thirty 
or  more  attentive  hearers,  on  the  atone- 
ment. This  distinguishing  doctrine  of 
the  religion  of  Christ  is  understood  by 
many,  and  approved  by  not  a  few  ;  al- 
though a  just  sense  of  sin  and  ruin 
does  not  yet  force  them  to  face  igno- 
miny and  persecution,  by  a  public  re- 
nunciation of  all  lor  Christ.  While  I 
was  distributing  tracts,  I  asked  an  in- 
telligent young  man  where  the  tract 
was  which  he  had  received,  thinking 
that  I  gave  him  one  yesterday.  He  re- 
plied that  I  gave  him  "The  Golden 
Balance"  last  year,  when  a  man  stand- 
ing by,  added,  "  Yes,  and  by  reading 


that  tract,  he  has  ceased  going  to  the 
kyoungs  and  worshipping  according  to 
Burmau  custom."  I  invited  him  to 
come  to  my  zayat,  which  he  did.  Me 
said  that  he  had  given  up  the  worship 
of  idols,  because  he  had  no  confidence 
in  them,  and  that  others  at  vEng  were 
of  his  mind. 

Pertinent  inquiry. 

25.  When  I  had  explained  the  way 
of  pardon  and  salvation  through  Christ 
to-day,  to  a  company  of  Shyans,  whose 
home  is  one  month's  journey  distant, 
iMoung  Nah  Bonk  said  of  the  principal 
man  among  them,  (to  whom  he  had 
before  declared  the  truth,)  that  he  lis- 
tened well,  and  he  thought  it  desirable 
that  a  large  book  should  be  given 
him.  He  replied,  "  Who  could  refrain 
from  listening  with  interest,  when  told 
that  Jesus  Christ,  to  save  us  from  hell, 
had  borne  our  sins  for  us  :" 

28.  Toward  evening,  went  into  a 
village  adjoining  my  zayat,  to  seek  an 
opportunity  to  speak  of  Christ  to  its  in- 
habitants. I  found  an  idol  maker  and 
asked  him  if  he  could  make  a  god.  He 
replied  that  he  could,  "And  do  you, 
then,  worship  the  workmanship  of  your 
own  hands?"  I  added.  Others  gath- 
ered around  us,  and  I  had  an  attentive 
congregation  of  twenty-five,  with  whom 
I  spent  a  half  or  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  speaking  of  the  folly  and  sin  of 
idolatry,  and  concluding  with  the  story 
ul  <  "hrist  crucified. 

2!).  In  the  morning,  distributed 
about  forty  books  to  traders  from  Bur- 
mah, and  explained  the  way  of  salva- 
tion to  a  company  of  men  in  the  street, 
near  the  house  of  the  late  head  man  of 
yEng.  He  died  a  few  days  before  I 
arrived,  and  to-day  the  funeral  has 
taken  place  with  great  pomp  and  con- 
fusion. I  am  told  that  all  the  expenses 
connected  with  it,  amount  to  300  or 
400  rupees.  The  preparations  lor  the 
funeral  have  occupied  the  time  and 
thoughts  of  the  people  a  great  deal ; 
also  the  death  of  a  pongyee  on  the  day 
I  arrived,  has  called  off  their  attention 
from  the  interests  of  their  souls.  Yes- 
terday another  pongyee  died.  About, 
fifty  visiters  have  called  at  the  zayat 
during  the  day,"^mostly  from  the  coun- 
try, attracted  to  the  town  by  the  splen- 
did funeral  of  the  head  man.  At  eve- 
ning I  had  a  very  attentive  and  inter- 
esting congregation  of  twenty  or  more, 
among  whom  was  the  Shyan  merchant 
mentioned  on  the  25th.  He  listened 
with  the  utmost  interest,  and  said  when 
I  paused,  "  It  is  delightful  to  hear  such 
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preaching  ;"  to  which  several  respond- 
ed, "  Yes,  it  is."  About  200  tracts  and 
sixty  books  have  been  given  away, 
principally  to  people  from  the  country. 

On  the  30th  of  January  Mr.  C.  set  out 
on  his  return  to  Ramree,  stopping  at  nu- 
merous villages  on  the  way. 

Kyouk  Phyoo — Zanay — Ramree. 

Feb.  2.  Arrived  at  Kyouk  Phyoo  a 
little  after  noon,  and  toward  evening 
went  into  town,  where  I  was  soon  sur- 
rounded by  my  former  scholars  and 
other  old  friends.  The  town  has  great- 
ly increased  in  size,  and  vastly  improved 
in  every  respect,  since  I  was  last  here. 
Again  I  was  urged  to  return  to  it,  and 
could  only  say,  "I  cannot  leave  Ram- 
ree, but  I  hope  that  a  missionary  will 
soon  arrive  for  Kyouk  Phyoo."  I  dis- 
tributed about  100  tracts,  but  did  not 
attempt  a  continued  discussion.  A 
large  number  of  women  applied  for 
tracts,  for  themselves  to  read,  which,  1 
think,  is  one  of  the  results  of  Mrs.  C.'s 
influence.  When  we  arrived  at  Kyouk 
Phyoo,  only  two  or  three  women,  I  be- 
lieve, could  read.  A  great  deal  of  sor- 
row and  sympathy  was  expressed  by 
many  on  account  of  Mrs.  C.'s  death. 

5.  A  little  after  3  p.  m.,  we  arrived 
at  a  number  of  villages,  and  the  assist- 
ant immediately  went  to  one,  and  after 
some  discussion,  distributed  twenty- 
five  tracts.  After  dinner  I  went  to 
another,  and  was  astonished  and  grati- 
fied by  my  reception,  so  different  from 
what  it  was  on  my  first  visiting  the 
place  last  year.  Then,  no  one  was 
willing  to  hear  the  gospel  or  receive  a 
tract;  now,  men,  women,  and  children 
gathered  around  me,  and,  after  listening 
with  great  interest,  all  who  could  read 
were  very  willing  to  take  tracts;  dis- 
tributed thirty,  and  then  moved  up  the 
creek  to  other  villages. 

9.  At  Zanay,  a  village  of  nearly  300 
houses,  (one  or  two  hundred  people 
from  other  places  are  here  just  now,) 
I  have  had  from  ten  to  thirty  or  more 
with  me  at  the  zayat  during  the  whole 
day.  None  of  the  eager  disputants  of 
last  year  entered  the  lists  in  favor  of 
Gaudama.  One  man  from  another  vil- 
lage was  a  zealous  and  captious  dispu- 
tant, but  he  did  not  appear  to  satisfy 
himself  or  others.  A  man  of  Zanay 
urged  that  the  Company  countenanced 
and  aided  the  worship  of  Juggernaut, 
in  reply  to  a  remark  on  the  sinfulness 
of  idolatry.  I  was  happy  to  be  able  to 
say,  that  such  was  not  now  the  fact. 
He  then  said  that  Englishmen  in  Arra- 


can  build  kyoungs,  make  offerings,  as- 
sist idol  festivals,  &c,  which  I  regret- 
ted to  be  obliged  to  acknowledge  ;  but 
convinced  him,  I  believe,  that  the  sins 
of  professed  Christians  are  no  valid  ob- 
jection to  the  religion  whose  require- 
ments they  violate.  On  the  whole,  I 
have  seen  much  to-day  to  interest  and 
encourage  me. 

17.  Arrived  after  sunrise  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  two  villages  of  fifty  houses 
each.  I  went  into  one,  and  commenced 
talking  to  several  men  who  were  sitting 
on  a  sunny  bank,  1'or  warmth's  sake,  and 
in  a  short  time  a  congregation  of  fifty 
or  more,  men  and  women,  gathered 
around  me ;  they  listened  attentively, 
and  apparently  with  some  interest  to 
remarks  on  the  character  of  God,  and 
salvation  by  Christ.  About  forty  tracts 
were  distributed.  After  breakfast  the 
assistants  went  to  the  other  village,  a 
mile  distant,  and  declared  the  truth  to 
about  thirty  hearers,  leaving  with  them 
an  equal  number  of  tracts.  A  dozen 
or  more  tracts  were  also  called  for  at 
the  boat.  About  noon,  we  left  for  Ram- 
ree, where  we  arrived  soon  after  dark. 

Two  of  my  boatmen  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  accompanying  me  in  my 
tours  for  three  years  past,  and  every 
year  their  interest  and  faith  in  the 
Christian  religion  have  appeared  to  in- 
crease. They  seem  now  to  have  utterly 
and  forever  renounced  Budhism,  and  to 
be  strong  in  their  belief  in,  and  attach- 
ment to,  the  religion  of  Christ.  Yet  I 
fear  that  they  have  not  faith  and  strength 
enou«rh  to  give  up  all  for  Christ,  and 
publicly7  and  irrevocably  come  out  on 
the  Lord's  side.  May  the  good  Shep- 
herd strengthen  and  guide  them.  The 
other  two  boatmen  have  less  acquain- 
tance with  the  Christian  religion,  but 
they  appeared  to  be  interested  in  it, 
and  to  be  favorably  disposed  toward  it. 

The  church  at  Ramree  is  reduced  to 
six  members,  beside  MoungThay,  who 
is  still  at  Maulmain.  Three  have  been 
dismissed  to  join  the  Akyab  church, 
and  one  has  gone,  we  doubt  not,  to  join 
the  church  triumphant.  Each  of  the 
four  male  members  has  bought  a  bible, 
and  is  a  subscriber  to  the  Maulmain 
Religious  Herald.  They  all  appear 
very  well,  and  I  hope  will  continue 
steadfast  to  the  end. 


(Germans. 

LETTER  OF  MR.  O^CKE>\ 

Mr.  Oncken  alludes  in  the  beginning  of 
his  letter  to  the  sickness  of  Mrs.  O.,  the 
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prospect  of  whose  final  recovery  is  be- 
coming more  discouraging.  "  But  the 
Lord  is  making  good  the  word  on  which," 
says  Mr.  O.,  "  he  has  caused  us  to  rely  ; 
his  gracious  presence  sustains  us,  and  keeps 
us  in  the  exercise  of  the  hope  that,  when 
his  purposes  have  been  accomplished,  the 
bitter  cup  will  be  removed,  and  we  shall 
come  forth  from  the  furnace  better  fitted 
for  the  Master's  service  here  below,  or 
prepared  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord 
above." 

The  following  paragraph  refers  to  an  in- 
timation that  the  Board  would  increase  the 
annual  allowance  to  the  mission  "so  soon 
as  the  state  of  funds  would  warrant." 
We  regret  to  add  that  no  increase  can  be 
made,  at  least  for  the  current  year. 

The  intelligence  your  letter  con- 
veyed has  gladdened  my  heart  and 
strengthened  my  hands  in  the  Lord's 
cause.  It  was  an  additional  proof*  that 
the  Lord  Jesus  has  destined  us  to  more 
enlarged  efforts  for  the  spread  of  prim- 
itive  Christianity  in  these  countries. 
To  yourself,  and  the  dear  brethren 
acting  with  you,  I  beg  to  express  my 
warmest  acknowledgments  for  their 
readiness  to  meet  my  wishes,  both  in 
reference  to  myself  and  the  mission. 
I  trust  that  our  conduct  will  ever  be 
such  as  to  warrant  the  confidence  with 
which  your  Board  has  honored  us. 

1  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  ad-  ; 
ditioual  $500  to  the  annual  grant  for 
this  mission,  as  early  as  possible.  The 
call  for  more  laborers  becomes  daily 
more  pressing.  I  hope  soon  to  employ 
four  additional  brethren  ;  one  for  Me- 
mel,  one  for  Pomerania,  one  for  Bava-  ; 
ria,  and  one  in  Denmark.  The  ad- 
ditional $500  will,  I  hope,  suffice  for 
this. 

General  course  of  labor — Cheering  pros- 
pects— Tract  operations. 
The  unhappy  differences  in  the 
church  under  my  care,  which  agitated  i 
us  some  time  back,  have  happily  sub- 
sided, and  I  entertain  the  hope  that  a 
perfectly  good  understanding  will  be 
restored  among  all  the  members.  With 
the  exception  of  this  painful  occur- 
rence, which  has  cost  me  much  pain  and 
trouble,  we  have  great  cause  for  grati- 
tude to  God.  We  enjoy  perfect  peace 
from  the  powers  that  be  : — this  exceeds 
our  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  de- 
mands our  constant  gratitude  to  Him 
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who  alone  could  bring  it  to  pass,  that 
even  our  enemies  are  at  peace  with  us. 
Our  services  are  numerously  attended, 
so  much  so,  that  we  contemplate  joining 
the  first  story  to  the  ground  floor,  where 
we  worship.  Several  attempts  were 
recently  made  by  individuals  during 
the  time  of  preaching  to  interrupt  us, 
but,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  silenced 
them.  I  bless  God  that  I  have  my 
voice  again,  and  when  such  attempts 
are  made  in  our  assemblies,  I  am  de- 
termined to  be  heard.  The  last  effort 
of  this  kind  was  made  by  about  a  dozen 
of  Jews  and  Gentiles.  The  Lord's 
Spirit  have  compassion  on  their  guilty 
souls  and  turn  them  from  their  wicked 
way. 

I  have  been  enabled  to  preach  regu- 
larly twice  a  week,  to  conduct  our 
weekly  prayer  meeting,  and  to  spend 
every  Tuesday  afternoon  in  conversa- 
tion and  instruction  with  inquirers. 
Since  the  gates  of  the  city  have  been 
closed  at  too  early  an  hour  for  the 
members  who  reside  outside  to  attend 
our  services,  we  have  had  three  ser- 
vices at  hr.  Koebner's  every  week.  Br. 
K.  resides  between  Hamburg  and  Al- 
tona.  Br.  Schauffler  has  been  and  is 
still  a  most  efficient  assistant  in  con- 
ducting many  of  our  religious  services. 
During  br.  Koebner's  absence,  he 
preached  twice  every  Lord's-day ;  in 
the  morning  in  the  city,  (being  unable 
to  attend  myself  on  account  of  Mrs.  O.,) 
and  in  the  evening  at  br.  Koebner's. 

A  number  of  our  female  members 
were  formed  recently  into  a  society  for 
the  purpose  of  lending  tracts  and  sup- 
plying the  people  with  the  scriptures. 
I  am  to  meet  these  sisters  once  a 
month,  when  they  will  report  what 
success  they  have  met  with.  The 
efforts  of  our  members  generally,  to 
spread  the  glorious  gospel,  are  on  the 
increase,  and  I  trust  the  time  is  at 
hand,  when  the  whole  church  will  ex- 
perience a  gracious  revival  ;  for  I  am 
not  satisfied  with  our  present  condi- 
tion,— and  then,  when  one  general  and 
simultaneous  effort  is  made  to  advance 
the  glory  of  our  risen  Lord,  we  may 
confidently  expect  such  manifestations 
of  God's  power  as  we  have  not  wit- 
nessed before  since  the  Apostolic  age. 
I  expect  yet,  before  I  finish  my  course, 
to  see  great  things  effected  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe. 

The  Lord  continues  to  bless  our 
efforts,  so  that  our  numbers  are  con- 
stantly on  the  increase.  Among  these 
are  several  former  Romanists,  from 
Austria,  Hungaria,  Bavaria,  and  other 
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parts.  Some  of  these  brethren  have 
already  returned  to  their  native  places, 
where,  according-  to  the  grace  given 
them,  they  testily  for  Jesus.  Our  tracts 
are  of  incalculable  value  in  the  hands 
of  these  brethren,  as,  by  this  means, 
the  truth  is  brought  nigh  to  great  num- 
bers of  ignorant  papists.  Our  tract 
operations  are  most  interesting,  both  as 
to  the  increase  of  circulation,  which 
will  amount  this  year  to  300,000  copies, 
and  the  instances  of  conversion  which 
come  to  our  knowledge. 

Holstcin  —  Mecklenburg  —  Pomerania  — 
Mennonites  of  Lithuania. 

The  brethren  Kcebner,  Lange, 
Schauffler,  and  others,  have  preached 
alternately  in  the  Holstein  villages, 
near  Elmshorn.  The  attendance  has 
been  most  encouraging ;  sometimes 
not  less  than  300  persons  have  been 
present.  As  might  be  expected,  the 
authorities  soon  interfered  and  sent 
threatening^  to  the  individuals  in  whose 
houses  the  meetings  had  been  con- 
vened. But,  up  to  the  present  time,  no 
one  lias  laid  hands  on  our  brethren, 
and,  as  yet,  we  have  not  wanted  a 
place  to  preach  in.  We  have  now  also 
a  little  missionary  colony  at  Pinneburg, 
in  Holstein,  to  which  place  seven  of 
our  members  have  removed,  engaged 
in  a  button  manufactory.  Br.  3Iahr, 
the  manager  of  the  business,  has  occa- 
sionally preached  when  here,  and  will 
regularly  preach  on  the  Lord's-day 
there.  I  hear  that  about  twenty  stran- 
gers attended  last  Lord's-day.  We 
have  thus  the  prospect  of  making  an 
inroad  on  the  kingdom  of  darkness  in 
this  direction. 

The  brethren  Dcercksen  and  Brown 
have  recently  returned  from  their  mis- 
sionary tour  through  Mecklenburg, 
Pomerania,  Elbing,  Dantzic,  Konigs- 
berg,  Memel,  Lithuania,  from  thence 
to  Tilsit,  and  up  the  Vistula  as  far  as 
Thorn.  They  made  nearly  the  whole 
journey  on  foot,  embracing  the  many 
opportunities  presented  on  the  road  of 
conversing  with  the  people  they  met, 
and  furnishing  them  with  tracts.  They 
circulated  15,000  tracts  on  this  excur- 
sion, and  had  frequent  opportunities 
for  preaching  ;  and  br.  Brown  having 
been  authorized  by  the  church  to  do 
so,  baptized  three  converts  at  Elbing. 
The  brethren  met  on  the  whole  of  their 
journey  with  a  favorable  reception,  and 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that  their  visit 
among  the  dissenters  in  Pomerania  will 
be  attended  with  happy  results,  and 
that  many  of  them  will  soon  give  up 


the  remains  of  popery,  w  hich  they  still 
retain,  in  infant  sprinkling.  If  we  had 
a  zealous,  judicious  laborer  in  Pome- 
rania, many  from  the  ranks  of  the  old 
Lutheran  and  other  sects  would  soon 
join  us.  The  Lord  has  in  this  part  of 
Germany  many  of  his  dear  children. 
It  is  computed  that  in  Pomerania  there 
are  not  less  than  4000  believers.  But, 
alas !  they  are  not  properly  organized 
into  Christian  communities,  and  much 
that  is  good  among  them  is  thus  lost. 
It  will  be  interesting  for  our  Baptist 
brethren  to  learn,  that  some  of  these 
Christians  have  commenced  immersing 
their  children.  I  expect  to  hear  soon 
that  others  have  been  led  farther  still, 
and  rendered  a  cheerful  obedience  to 
the  ordinance  of  Christ  themselves. 

Our  brethren  remained  a  fortnight 
with  the  church  at  Memel,  and  I  have 
reason  to  conclude  that  their  visit  has 
been,  in  more  than  one  respect,  a  bless- 
ing to  that  church.  The  flock  at  this 
place  is  still  without  a  pastor,  but  we 
hope  that  this  deficiency  will  soon  be 
filled  up  by  br.  Dcercksen,  whom  I  in- 
tend to  station  there.  Our  brethren  at 
Memel  have  now  liberty  from  the  gov- 
ernment, to  worship  God  according  to 
the  dictates  of  their  conscience,  and 
they  have  fitted  up  a  saloon  which 
will  hold  about  eighty  persons.  From 
Memel  the  brethren  made  an  excursion 
into  Lithuania,  accompanied  by  one  of 
the  Memel  brethren  conversant  with 
that  language.  In  Lithuania  our 
brethren  found  many  believers,  and 
among  them  much  life  and  zeal  for  the 
cause  of  God.  It  appears,  that  for 
many  years  there  have  been  consider- 
able awakenings  among  this  people, 
through  the  preaching  of  plain  coun- 
trymen from  among  themselves.  Br. 
Brown  gave  them  a  full  account  of  the 
order  of  gospel  churches,  to  which  they 
listened  with  great  attention.  They 
stated  their  objections  against  "  be- 
lievers' baptism,"  but  br.  Brown  states 
they  manifested  such  profound  rever- 
ence for  the  authority  of  the  sacred 
scriptures,  that  when  he  adduced  these 
in  support  of  believers'  immersion,  they 
were  silent,  and  promised  to  give  it 
their  candid  investigation.  The  Lord, 
I  think,  will  ere  long  prepare  the  way 
for  us  to  labor  among  this  plaiu  and 
interesting  people,  and  we  shall  then 
advance  close  on  Russia.  Br.  Dcerck- 
sen will  apply  himself  to  the  study  of 
the  Lithuanian  tongue,  and  form  con- 
nexions with  these  Christians  as  early 
as  possible.  The  brethren,  though 
formerly  connected  with  the  Mennon- 
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ites,  were  well  received  among  them, 
and  none  upbraided  tliem  for  having 
joined  the  Baptists.  They  were  allow- 
ed to  preach  in  many  of  their  pulpits, 
to  large  and  attentive  assemblies.  The 
state  of  these  churches  is  very  de- 
plorable. Here  and  there,  there  are  a 
lew  good  men  amongst  them,  but  the 
great  bidk  are  unbelievers,  and  hostile 
to  evangelical  preaching.  They  do  not 
practise  immersion,  but  pouring  water 
on  the  head  at  the  age  of  fifteen  or  six- 
teen. Frequent  visits  to  these  church- 
es might  be  attended  with  important 
results.  Our  brethren  were  four  months 
engaged  in  accomplishing  this  tour. 

Oldenburg — An  open  door  into  Holland. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  these  breth- 
ren, I  requested  br.  Koebner  to  visit 
different  parts  of  Oldenburg,  having 
received  several  pressing  invitations 
from  new  converts  to  send  a  brother  to 
baptize  them.  Br.  Koebner  left  us 
about  six  weeks  ago,  accompanied  by 
br.  Remmers,  and  returned  last  Satur- 
day, 23d  of  November.  He  has  bap- 
tized thirteen  converts  at  Deuhshausen, 
Varel,  and  Jcver.  From  Oldenburg 
he  visited  the  principal  towns  in  East 
Friesland,  Norden,  Emdeu,  Leer,  &c, 
preached  at  all  these  places  to  consid- 
erable audiences,  and  found  in  most 
places  some  Baptists  in  principle  but 
not  in  practice.  The  fear  of  man  still 
predominates  so  much  that  not  a  few 
cannot  follow  the  light  and  knowledge 
which  God  has  given  them.  The 
brethren  proceeded  from  East  Fries- 
land  to  Holland,  where  they  expect 
soon  great  events  to  take  place.  It 
appears  that  the  subject  of  believers' 
baptism  had  already,  before  the  arrival 
of  the  brethren,  occupied  several  Chris- 
tians, among  these  a  Mennonite  preach- 
er, and  a  doctor  of  divinity  near  Groen- 
ingen,  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  ; 
and  both  these  ministers  had  testified 
against  the  prevailing  practice,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  had  been  ex- 
pelled by  their  respective  communities. 
Br.  Koebner  visited  the  former  reform- 
ed minister,  named  Tiesser,  and  ex- 
presses himself  in  the  strongest  terms 
as  to  this  good  man's  piety,  zeal,  and 
devotedness.  Just  when  br.  Koebner 
arrived,  Mr.  Tiesser  was  about  to  re- 
sprinkle  the  believers  who  had  adhered 
to  him  after  having  been  expelled  from 
the  state  church.  '  He  listened  atten- 
tively to  br.  Kcebner's  proofs  for  im- 
mersion,— was  fully  convinced,  and 
promised  to  acquaint  other  converts 
with  the  additional  light  which  he  had 


received,  and  come  himself  to  Ham- 
burg to  be  made  fully  acquainted  with 
our  denomination  and  be  baptized. 
Br.  Kcebner's  anticipations  as  to  the 
spread  of  the  truth  in  Holland,  are 
raised  to  the  highest  point.  At  Lee- 
warden  our  brethren  also  visited  a 
number  of  Christians,  who  have  left 
the  national  church,  and  who  appear  to 
he  on  the  point  of  following  the  Lord 
Jesus  in  all  things.  Oh  that  the  Lord 
would  hear  our  supplications  in  •refer- 
ence to  this  new  field  of  labor  opening 
before  us,  and  cause  us  to  see  the 
spread  of  his  own  truth  far  and  wide  in 
Holland.  I  shall  not  fail  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  things  which,  we  trust, 
will  soon  transpire  among  our  Dutch 
friends.  You  and  the  Board  will  not 
fail  to  plead  with  God,  that  his  cause 
may  triumph  in  Holland  also. 

Persecution  stayed  in  Bitterfield ; — vexa- 
tious, but  impotent,  in  Hanover. 

From  Bitterfield  we  have  received 
the  pleasing  intelligence,  that  after  a 
prosecution  of  four  years  against  br. 
Werner,  on  account  of  having  adminis- 
tered the  sacraments,  the  highest  tri- 
bunal at  Merseburg  has  finally  acquit- 
ted him,  and  he  is  now  at  liberty  to 
act  in  accordance  with  his  own  con- 
science. 

Our  two  missionary  brethren,  Sander 
and  Steinhofl",  at  Othfreesen  and  Eim- 
beck,  in  Hanover,  continue  to  be  much 
harassed  by  the  authorities,  and  their 
work  requires  unusual  toil  and  self- 
denial  ;  but  then  the  Lord  rewards  his 
servants,  by  granting  them  their  hearts' 
desire.  Many  precious  souls  are  con- 
verted and  added  to  the  little  bauds  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. 

The  cause  in  Denmark  —  Need  of  more 
laborers. 

Br.  Mcenster  was  graciously  set  at 
liberty  about  three  weeks  ago.  The 
appeal  of  the  royal  chancery  from  the 
decision  of  the  lower  criminal  court, 
which  sentenced  br.  M.  to  pay  a  fine  of 
200  dollars,  to  the  highest  tribunal,  has 
been  a  defeat  of  the  Crown,  in  so  far 
as  that  tribunal  has  not  increased  the 
severity  of  the  decision  of  the  lower 
court,  but  merely  approved  its  decision. 
I  rejoice  to  add  that  br.  Mcenster  has 
resolved  not  to  pay  a  farthing,  but  to 
go  again  to  prison  for  twenty-five  days, 
on  bread  and  water,  by  which  the  un- 
just exactment  will  be  paid. 

It  is  most  desirable  that  two  or  three 
gifted  brethren  should  be  engaged  in 
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various  parts  of  Denmark,  as  evange- 
lists ;  and  if  I  had  the  means,  1  should 
give  a  small  sum  to  the  pastor  of  the 
church  on  Langeland  and  to  the  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Aalhorg;  two  worthy 
men,  who  have  made  sacrifices  in  the 
good  cause. 

Mrs.  Lehmann,  wife  of  br.  Lehmann, 
at  Berlin,  entered  into  the  joy  of  her 
Lord,  alter  a  protracted  illness,  three 
weeks  ago.     The  work  there  is  pros-  I 


pering,  and  many  additions  are  made  to 
the  church. 

From  Mr.  Hallock,  Secretary  of  the 
American  Tract  Society,  I  received 
lately  the  intelligence  that  $G00  had 
been  paid  to  your  Treasurer  for  our 
tract  operations.  If  you  know  of  any 
other  quarter  from  which  we  could  re- 
ceive aid  in  our  tract  cause,  I  beg  of 
you  to  use  your  influence  on  our  behalf. 
We  need  more  help  in  this  respect. 


(Dtljcr  Boctettts. 


3LoifDon  iHfssfonao  JSouetg.  i 

TAHITI. 

The  following  notice  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  Tahiti  is  taken  from  the  Mission- 
ary Magazine  and  Chronicle  of  t lie  London 
Missionary  Society  for  December,  1844. 
The  only  ground  of  hope  that  the  infant 
churches  in  that  recently  christianized  island 
will  not  be  corrupted  by  popery,  under  the 
protection  of  France,  is  the  power  and 
mercy  of  God. 

Towards  the  close  of  last  month,  the  j 
directors  received  direct  information  to  the  ] 
14th  of  June,  concerning  the  progress  of  j 
public  events  at  Tahiti.  By  these  com- 
munications we  lament  to  learn  that  no  ap- 
pearance of  improvement  had  taken  place 
in  the  general  state  ol  the  island,  or  in  the 
circumstances  and  aspect  of  our  afflicted 
missions.  In  the  month  of  October,  we 
informed  our  readers  of  the  commencement 
of  actual  hostilities  between  the  deeply  ag- 
grieved natives  and  their  French  oppressors, 
and  from  the  correspondence  now  before 
us  we  find  that  our  worst  apprehensions  as 
to  the  sanguinary  character  of  the  war  have 
been  more  than  justified.  What  the  ter- 
mination of  these  disastrous  events  will  be, 
is  only  known  to  Him  who  sees  the  end 
from  the  beginning  ;  but,  except  in  the 
omnipotence  of  his  mercy,  we  know  not 
where  to  find  refuge  for  our  fears. 

After  the  battle  of  Maheena,  in  which 
many  lives  were  lost  by  the  combatants  on 
eilher  side,  the  natives  retired  to  Papeeno, 
where  they  had  erected  a  fort  for  their 
protection,  and  when  the  last  accounts 
were  forwarded  from  Tahiti,  they  were 
still  encamped  in  that  locality  with  a  fixed 
determination  to  defend  their  liberties  and 
their  country  to  their  latest  breath. 


Our  brethren  were  safe,  but  some  en- 
croachment had  been  made  on  their  person- 
al and  religious  freedom  ;  and  experience 
had  taught  them  to  regard  the  French  au- 
thorities with  distrust  and  anxiety.  The 
safety  of  their  families  had  been  secured 
by  removing  them  to  a  neighboring  island. 

The  unsettled  position  of  affairs  had  led 
to  the  temporary,  though  not  entire  relin- 
quishment of  four  of  the  mission  stations, 
and  there  was  reason  to  fear  that  a  partial, 
if  not  entire  abandonment  of  the  remaining 
stations*  would  also  become  necessary. 
Under  these  circumstances,  only  a  very 
small  amount  of  missionary  labor  could  be 
performed,  and  this  our  devoted  brethren 
felt  as  their  most  painful  trial. 

The  people  had  not  abandoned  their 
hopes  of  assistance  from  England,  and  the 
queen  was  still  on  board  the  Basilisk, 
with  her  family,  exerting  all  her  influence, 
but  in  vain,  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of  her 
people,  and  to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace 
to  her  suffering  country. 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  lamentable 
occurrences  took  place  under  the  assumed 
French  Sovereignty,  which  the  government 
of  France  has  long  since  disowned.  It  re- 
mains to  be  seen  what  amelioration  will 
take  place  under  the  misnamed  Protecto- 
rate, w  hich  still  continues. 

DEATH    OF  MISSIONARIES. 

Rev.  Henry  Knott,  of  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society,  at  Tahiti. 

In  rpcent  communications  from  Tahiti, 
it  is  stated  that  this  venerable  missionary 
has  entered  into  rest.  After  a  long  life, 
faithfully  devoted  to  the  service  of  Christ 
among  the  heathen,  he  died  in  peace  on  the 
2d  of  May  last.  In  his  translation  of  the 
bible  into  the  language  of  Tahiti,  added  to 
his  more  direct  missionary  labors,  he  left  an 
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invaluable  boon  to  the  people  for  whom  he 
lived  and  died  ;  and  lie  was  spared  long 
enough  to  see  the  treasure  in  their  posses- 
sion at  a  time  when  the  assaults  of  popery 
rendered  it  in  the  highest  degree  necessary 
as  a  safeguard  to  their  faith.  Our  brethren 
in  Tahiti  testify  that  his  end  was  peace. 

Mrs.  Pratt. — A  few  days  before  her 
death,  Mr.  Macdonald  read  promises  from 
scripture,  prayed,  and  then  read  some 
hymns.  After  this  day  was  past,  and  when 
the  prospect  of  death  was  not  so  immedi- 
ate, I  was  collected  enough  to  read  to  her 
at  intervals,  as  she  could  bear  it.  "  Death- 
less principle  arise,"  was  her  favorite  hymn. 
She  herself  would  often  engage  fervently  in 
prayer,  expressing  faith  in  Christ  alone, 
and  repeating  portions  of  hymns. 

On  Saturday  night,  after  a  day  of  severe 
suffering,  she  said  she  thought  she  was 
sinking,  and  desired  that  our  brother,  Mr. 
Macdonald,  might  be  called.  She  then  said, 
"  I  am  going  to  my  Father  and  my  God." — 
*'  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit."  Some 
moments  after  prayer  by  Mr.  M.,  she  said, 
««  Why  are  his  chariot  wheels  so  long  in 
coming  ?"  The  last  person  she  recognised 
was  Mr.  M.,  on  Sunday  morning.  At  a 
little  bffore  ten  in  the  evening  her  breathing 
became  easier,  then  a  convulsive  move- 
ment, the  pulse  ceased,  and  she  was  gone  ! 

Mrs.  Hay.  —  Mrs.  H.  had  just  com- 
menced the  work  of  a  missionary  among 
her  sex  in  the  south  of  India.  She  entered 
into  her  rest  in  the  month  of  August  last. 
Her  bereaved  husband  writes  to  the  Com- 
mittee,— 

Little  did  I  think  when  I  wrote  my  last 
letter  to  you,  and  spoke  of  our  having  ar- 
rived here  in  health  and  comfort,  that  even 
then  the  summons  to  leave  me  had  been 
put  into  the  hand  of  my  dear  wife  !  but  so 
it  was  ;  and  it  is  now  my  mournful  duty  to 
convey  to  you  the  sad  intelligence  of  her 
departure  from  this  world.  It  pleased  the 
Lord  to  call  her  spirit  home  on  the  19th  of 
last  month,  a  year  and  eleven  days  after  our 
marriage.  Young,  affectionate,  zealously 
devoted  to  Jesus  and  his  cause,  she  was 
hailed  by  all  the  Christian  brethren  here  as 
just  the  kind  of  person  needed  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  mission.  We  all  thought, 
surely  the  Lord  has  qualified  her  expressly 
for  this  work  ;  but  his  thoughts  are  not  as 
ours,  and  it  seems  he  had  fitted  her  for 
heaven.  O,  may  the  affliction  be  so  sanc- 
tified to  me,  that,  in  proportion  as  this 
world  and  all  that  is  deemed  lovely  in  it, 
have  become  cheerless  to  me,  heaven  and 
its  holy  joys  may  be  more  attractive  and 
satisfying  to  my  soul. 


Slmevfcan  33oarU  of  (Comimssfoncis  for 
fforetgn  JWfssfous. 

The  following  contains  a  summary  of  the 
condition  of  the  missions  as  given  in  the 
annual  survey,  published  in  the  Missionary 
Herald  for  January,  1845. 

The  number  of  missions  under  the  care 
of  the  Board  is  twenty-five,  connected  with 
which  are  ninety-four  stations.  At  these 
stations  are  laboring  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  ordained  missionaries,  eight  of  whom 
are  physicians,  with  seven  physicians  not 
preachers  ;  also  sixteen  teachers,  nine  prin- 
ters and  book-binders,  five  other  lay  help- 
ers, and  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  mar- 
ried and  unmarried  females  ; — in  all  three 
hundred  and  forty-eight  laborers  sent  forth 
from  this  country.  If  we  add  to  these 
seventeen  native  preachers  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  other  native  helpers,  we 
shall  have,  as  the  whole  number  of  persons 
laboring  in  connexion  with  the  missions  of 
the  Board  and  sustained  from  its  treasury, 
four  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  Of  this 
number,  twenty-two,  including  nine  preach- 
ers and  thirteen  female  assistant  mission- 
aries, have  entered  on  their  labors  within 
the  year. 

Gathered  by  these  missionaries,  and  under 
their  immediate  pastoral  care,  are  sixty-two 
churches,  embracing  an  aggregate  of  25,612 
members  in  regular  standing.  The  whole 
number  gathered  into  the  mission  churches 
since  the  missions  were  commenced,  ex- 
ceeds 32,800.  This  number  does  not  in- 
clude some  hundreds  of  hopeful  converts 
among  the  Armenians,  Nestorians,  and  other 
communities  in  Western  Asia. 

Printed  during  the  year,  46,796,016 
pages. 

In  the  department  of  education  there  are, 
in  connexion  with  the  missions,  six  semina- 
ries designed  principally  for  training  native 
teachers  and  preachers,  in  which  are  383 
students  ;  also  thirty-eight  other  boarding- 
schools,  embracing  526  male  and  503  fe- 
male pupils,  making  the  whole  number  of 
boarding  pupils  under  special  Christian  in- 
struction 1412  ;  also  639  free  schools,  in 
which  are  more  than  30.000  pupils  ;  raising 
the  whule  number  of  pupils  in  a  course  of 
education  under  the  care  of  the  missions 
to  about  32,000. 


fj^r3  Receipts  reported  for  December, 
$5531,06  ;  corresponding  month  of  pre- 
vious year,  $2645,50  ;  increase,  $2885,56. 
Decrease  in  November,  $3967,77  ;  de- 
crease in  November  and  Dec,  $1082,21. 
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Bonntions, 
From  Dec.  1,  1814,  to  Jan.  I,  1845. 
Maine. 

Eastport,  Washington  St.  Bap.  ch., 

per  Samuel  Wheeler,  42,00 
Penobscot  Bap.  Aux.  For.  Miss. 

Soc.,  J.  C.  White  tr.,  as 

follows : 
Bangor,  1st  Bap.  ch.,  as  follows  : 

Mon.  con.  13,35 

J.  C.  White  25,00 

  38,35 

North  Bangor,  Bap.  ch., 

mon.  con.,  3,50 
Corinth,  do.  do.,  do.  do.,  4,13 
Palmyra,  1st  Bap.  ch., 

mon.  con.,  3,02 
.North   Newport,  Bap. 

ch.,  do.  do.,  1,00 


  50,00 

Alfred,  Rev.  Z.  Morton,  per  R.ev. 

Alfred  Colburn,  5,00 

  97,00 

Vermont. 

Passumpsic.  Levi  P.  Parks  10,00 
Fairfax,  I.  D.  Farnsworth  10,00 
Williamstown.  Fem.  Miss.  Soc, 

per  Rev.  S.  Dearborn,  20,00 
Hinesburg,  Bap.  ch.,  mon.  con., 

per  Rev.  Daniel  Flascall,  4,27 
Cornwall,    Mrs.    Roxana  Peet, 

per  Samuel  Evarts,  2,00 

  46.87 

Massachtmetts. 
Boston,  William  Carey  Bolles  25,00 
do.,  a  female  disciple,  as  fol- 
lows : 

for  Karen  Mission,  25.00 
"   Burman  do.,  25,00 

  50,00 

do.,  a  female  member  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Neale's  church,  towards 
support  of  Mr.  Binney,  per 
Rev.  William  Heath.  20,00 
do.,  Federal  St.  ch.  and  soc,  as 
follows : 
Mon.  con.  7,89 
E.  C.  Emerson  100.00 

 107,89 

do.,  Charles  St.  Rap.  Fern.  Miss. 
Soc,  Mrs.  D.  Sharp  tr.,  as 
follows : 
for  support  of  Rispah  War- 
ren Crocker,  an  African 
girl,  20.00 
"  general  purposes,  80,00 

—  100,00 
do.,  Harvard  St.  Bap.  ch.  and 
soc,  mon.  con.  for  Dec  ,  per  J. 
Putnam,  23,00 
do..  Bowdoin  Square  Board  of 
Benevolent  Operations,  S.  G. 
Bowdlear  tr.,   mon.  con.  for 
Dec,  per  W.  A.  Bowdlear,  50.00 
Beverly,  Rev.  C.  W.  Flanders, 

pastors'  subscription,  25,00 
Barre,  Bap.  ch.  and  soc,  mon. 
con.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Cate  tr.,  per 
Rev.  William  Heath,  3,00 
Worcester,  united  mon.  con.  of 
the  two  Baptist  churches,  per 
Joseph  H.  Converse,  29,17 


[Feb. 

Newton,  Upper  Falls,  Bap.  ch., 

mon.  con.,  per  Isaac  Keys,  10,36 
do.,  students  in   Theol.  Inst., 
mon.  con.  for  Dec,  per  Sam- 
uel Clopton,  tr.,  6,75 
Watertown,    Bap.  Sab.  School 
Miss.  Soc,  for  school  at  Dela- 
ware town,  Cherokee  Nation, 
to  be  expended  by  Miss  Morse, 
per  Isaac  Russell,  20,00 
Webster,  per  Uriah  Gregory,  as 
follows  : 
Bap.  ch.  and  soc.  30,00 
A  friend  4,00 

  34,00 

Wendell  Baptist  Association,  per 
Otis  Chittenden,  as  follows  : 
for  Siam  Mission,  7,50 
"  support  of  Mr.  God- 

dard,  3,45 
"  general  purposes,  28,99 

  39,94 

South  Reading,  per  Rev.  P.  S. 
Adams,  as  follows : 
Bap.    ch.    and    soc,  mon. 

con.,  15,00 
Mrs.  Eunice  Nichols  10,00 

  25,00 

Chelsea,  Bap.  ch.  and  soc,  mon. 

con.,  per  Southwick  Bryant,  115,08 
do..   Bap.    Sab.  school,  Zenas 

Snow  tr.,  7,00 
MedforJ,  Bap.  ch.,  mon.  con., 

per  Robert  L.  Ells,  12,29 
Cambridse,  Mrs.  Prudence  Far- 
well,  for  support  of  a  mission- 
ary, in  part  of  her  subscription, 
per  Rev.  J.  W.  Parker,  50,00 
West  Cambridec,    Mrs.  Ruth 

Yates,  per  Rev.  T.  C.  Tingley,  1,00 
Wenham,  a  friend,  per  W.  S. 

Damrell,  5,00 
West  Dedham,  Fem.  Miss.  Soc, 
Miss  Betsev  Barker  sec,  per 
William  Draper,  20.50 

 779,98 

Rhode  Island. 
Wickford,  a  friend  to  missions, 

per  anonymous  letter.  20,00 
Rhode  Island  Baptist  Convention, 
V.  J.  Bates  tr.,  as  follows  : 
Providence.   1st  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc,  as  follows  : 
Mon. con.  for.  Dec,  39,22 
Annual    sub.  for 

1844.  in  part, — 
per     Prof.  Gam- 

mel),  70,00 
per   J.  H. 

Read,  35,35 
per  Rev.  H. 

T.  Love,  147,00 

 252,35 

Mrs.   Hope  Ives, 

per  Rey.  H.  T. 

Love,  100,00 
Fem.    For.  Miss. 

Soc,  Mrs.  Sarah 

Bolles  tr.,  207,52 
Rev.  Dr.  Wayland, 

in  part  of  his  sub. 

for  support  of  a 

missionary,  100,00 

 699,09 

do.,  Pine  St.  Bap.  ch., 

mon.    con.,  Samuel 

Kurd  tr.,  70.00 


1845.1 


Donations. 
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do.,  3d  Bap.  ch.,  do.  do., 

per  Perry  J.  Chase, 
do.,  4th  do.  do.,  do.  do., 

Gorham  Thurber  tr., 
Valley  Falls,  Bap.  ch., 
as  follows  ; 
Annual  collection  43,30 
Won.  con.  28,99 
Rev.  B.  P.  Byram, 

as  follows  : 
for   Karen  Mis- 
sion, 10,00 
"  general 
purposes,  15,00 

  25,00 


51,37 
85,82 


97,29 

 1000,57 

Lonsdale,  Bap.  ch.,  mon.  con., 
per  Rev.  Charles  \V.  Hewes,  25,00 


1051,57 


Connecticut. 
Mary  C.  Ballard  ,05 
Ann  C.  Richmond  ,25 
E.  S.  Ballard  ,25 
A  friend  5,00 
Mary  M.  C.  Wooster  ,10 
Martha  C.  Yates  ,25 
A  friend  2,50 
Middletown,  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc.  26,53 
Mrs.  Lee  5,00 
Deep  River,  Bap.  ch.  and 

cong.  50,00 
Essex,  1st  Bap.  ch.  and 

cong.  85,43 
Joseph  P.  and  Albert  An- 
gel, two  small  boys, — 
proceeds     of  Savings 
Bank,  1,37 
Fairfield  Baptist  Associa- 
tion 18,19 
Danbury,  1st  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc.  7G,18 
do.,  2d  Bap.  ch.  and  soc, 
as  follows  : 
Sundry  col.  115,20 
Mon.  con.  10,00 


Abby  Fitch 

Betsey  Gaylord 

New  Haven,  1st  Bap.  ch. 

Silas  Straught 

JNorwalk,  col.  at  mission- 
ary meeting, 

Bridgeport,  Bap.  ch.  and 
soc. 

A  Baptist  minister's  wife, 
silver  spoons  sold, 

Ear-rings  sold 

per  Rev.  E.  Kincaid, 


New  York. 

Worcester  Bap.  Assoc.  31,31 
Jefferson  Union  Assoc.  18,00 

per  Friend  Humphrey,   

Romulus,  Fern.  Benev.  Soc,  per 

Rev.  David  Wright, 
Lockport,  Bap.  ch.,  per  Rev.  S. 
B.  Webster,  as  follows  : 

Mon.  concert  9,13 

Young  peoples'  weekly 

contribution  4,03 

Monroe  Baptist  Association, 
William  N.  Sage  tr.,  as  fol- 
lows : 


125,20 
,50 
,25 
50,00 
,75 

35,18 

6,37 

14.69 
1,75 


505,79 


49,31 
2,25 


13,16 


Greece,  Bap.  ch.  and  soc.  7,63 
West   Henrietta,  Bap. 

ch.  and  soc.  4,00 
Mendon,  do.  do.  do.  3,25 
Ogden.  do.  do.  do.  23,31 
do.,  Female  Retrench- 
ment Soc.  25,68 
Marma,  1st  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc.  9,80 
do.,  2d  do.  do.  do.  10,00 
Penfield,  do.  do.  do.  6,00 
East  do.,  Bap.  Mite  Soc  5,83 
Pittsford,  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc.  7,50 
Rochester,  1st  do.  do.  do.  69,72 
do,  2d  do.  do.  do.  12.87 
do.,  2d  Bap.  Sab. 
school,  to  edu- 
cate a  Burman 
youth,  30,00 

  42,87 

Rush,  Bap.  ch.  and  soc  8,07 
Sweden    and  Bergen, 

Bap.  ch.  and  soc.  5,50 
do.  do.,  Bap.  Fern.  Mite 

Soc  9,74 
Webster,  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc.  17,55 
Wheatland,  do.  do.  do.  40,00 
Rev.  S.  Goodale  5,00 
Avails  of  cloth  sold  9,20 


310,65 


New  York  city,  Oliver  St.  ch., 
per  llev.  Elisha  Tucker,  as 
follows  : 

Mrs.  Daniel  G.  Taylor,  for 
support  of  a  school  in 
Assam,  21,00 

Mrs.  Tucker  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Cauldwell, 
for  do.  do.  do.,  21,00 

do.  do.  do  ,  Tabernacle  Bap.  ch., 
as  follows  : 
William  Colgate,  for  support 
of  Rev  E.  Kincaid, 
for  year  1844,  400,00 
1845,  400,00 


48,00 


800,00 


Montgomery,  John  Martin,  as 
follows  : 
for  support  of  Rev.   J.  G. 
Oncken,  5.00 
"  general  purposes,  5,00 

per  William  Colgate,   

Williamsburg,   Bap.  ch.,  mon. 

con.,  per  Rev.  A.  P.  Mason, 
Adams,  do.  do.,  do.  do.,  per  Rev. 

Abner  Webb, 
Elbridge,  John  Munro,  for  sup- 
port of  a  missionary,  400,00 


10,00 


7,00 
3,50 


-1643,87 


New  Jersey. 

Cedarville,  Bap.  ch.,  per  Rev.  H. 
Wescott.  7,64 

Haddonfield,  Joseph  Whit- 
man 5,00 

Cohansey,  Bap.  ch.,  per 
Rev.  E.  D  Fendall,  10,00 
per  Rev.  B.  R.  Loxlcy,   

Piscataway  Town,  Bap.  Sunday 
school,  per  David  Runyon, 


22,64 
4,30 

  26,94 


4? 


Doiuitions. 


Pennsylvania. 
Huntingdon.  Bap  ch.  and  soc, 

per  Kev.  T.  C.  Massey,  1,42 
Milestown,  Daniel  Rorer, 
as  follows  : 

for  German  Miss.,  2  00 
"  Barman    do.,  2.00 

  4,00 

do.,  a  friend,  for  German 

Mission,  1,00 
Mead's    Corner,  Justin 

Dewey  1 ,00 

Blockley,    Bap.   ch.  and 

soc.,  missionary  box,  per 

James  Miller,  21,35 
Reading,  Bap  Miss.  Soc.  4,00 
Marcus    Hook.  Joseph 

Walker,  for  Karen  Mis- 
sion, 5,00 
do  do.,  Mrs.  Cornog,  for 

do.  do.,  2,50 
Salem.  Bap.  ch.  and  soc,  v 

per  Rev.  E.  T.  Brown,  3,53 
Central  Union  Association, 
J.  Reed  tr.,  as  follows : 

Frankford,  Bap.  ch.  4,50 

Willistown,  do.  do.  20.75 

Hartboro',  do.  do.  5,25 

  30,50 

Newton  Square,  Fern.  For. 

Miss.  Soc,  per  Daniel 

Alexander,  20,00 
Lower  Providence,  Bap. 

ch    and   soc,   per  J. 

Reese,  20,47 
Muncy,  Bap.  ch.  and  soc, 

per  Rev.  J.  E.  Bradlev,  3,00 
Lebanon,  G.  K.  10,00 
Smithfield.  Bap.  ch.,  W. 

H.  H    Dwyre  tr.,  per 

Rev.  J.  H.  Kennard,  6,38 
Lewistown,  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc.  11,40 
Justin  Dewey  1,00 
Miss  Johnson  and 

xMiss  Merford  1,00 
Mrs.  Woods  2,00 
Beaver  city,  Bap. 

ch.  and  soc,  mon. 

con  ,   for  China 

Mission,  per  Rev. 

J.  Morris,  4,56 
Milesburg,  Bap.  ch. 

and  soc.  3,37 
Hollidaysburg,  Bap. 

ch.  and  soc.  8,41 
Centre  Association  3.75 
Beaver  do.  11,63 
Georgetown,  Bap. 

ch.  and  soc,  ,46 
Rockdale,  do.  do.  do.  1,25 
per  Rev.  J.  G. 

Miles,    48.83 

Philadelphia,  Ann  King  1,00 
do.,  L.  P.  S.,  to  educate 

Lewis  Steele,  a  Karen 

youth,  25,00 
do.,  Margaret  Hiles,  per 

Thomas  Rawlings,  10,00 
do.,  Central  Bap.  ch.  and 

soc,  per  A.  W.  Willis,  11,68 
West  Philadelphia,  Bap. 

ch.  and  soc,  per  A.  B. 

Taylor,  12,45 

per  Rev,  B.  R.  Loxley,   243,11 

Abington  Association,  Levi  Dem- 

mine  tr.,  50,00 

 293,11 


Virginia. 

Virginia  Bap.  For.  Miss.  Soc  , 
A  G.  Wortham  tr.,  as  fol- 
lows : 

for  Karen  Mission,  8,35 
"  general  purposes,  101,81 


J.  Fream,  per  J.  H.  Green, 


110.16 

10,00 


120,16 


South  Carolina. 

Welsh  Neck  Association,  John 
K.  Mclver  tr.,  as  follows  : 

2.50 
5,00 
5,00 
14.50 
322,53 


for  African  Mission, 
"  China  do., 
"  Burman  do., 
"  Indian  do., 
"  general  purposes, 


349,53 


Georgia. 

Augusta.  W.  H.  Turpin.  for  sup- 
port of  Rev.  Thomas  Simons,  100,00 

Mississippi. 

Bethel,  Bap.  ch.,  for  Burman 
bible,  per  Rev.  Samuel  Halli- 
burton, 2,00 

Zion  Association,  per  Jesse  S. 
Ross,  43,00 


50,00 


Kentucky. 

China  Mission  Soc,  per  Rev. 
Thomas  S.  Malcom,  as  fol- 
lows : 

An  unknown  donor  in  a  letter 
to  Rev.  Ryland  T.  Dil- 
lard,— 

for  German  Mission,  10,00 
"  China       do.,  10,00 


20.00 


Ohio. 

Acker.  Bap.  ch.  and  soc,  Rev. 
Reese  Davis  pastor,  (Wets  of 
this  was  contributed  by  two 
little  bovs  to  teach  an  Indian 
child.)  p'er  Rev.  B.  R.  Loxley,  14,00 

Brooktield,  Bap.  ch.  and  soc, 
mon.  con.,  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
pastor,  per  J.  Robinson,  5,00 


19,00 


Iowa. 

Davenport  Association.  E.  S. 
Byron  tr.,  per  W.  F.  Brown, 

Legacies. 

Boston,  Mass.,  estate  of  Miss 
Susan  Drew,  of  Baldwin  Place 
church,  219,81 

New  York  State,  estate  of  Mrs. 
H.  Sullivan,  per  William  N 
Sage,  2,00 

Providence,  R.  1.,  estate  of 
Nicholas  Brown,  per  W.  D. 
Ticknor,  200,00 


5,40 


421.84 


55531,06 
H.  LiSCOLK,  Treasurer. 


